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and our latest ““Space Saver’ 


the 100 foot—- 4 Wheel Aerial 





Model 4-100 with 100 foot aerial ladder 


ESIGNED to provide the utmost in utility and performance, with safety and ease of operation, it combines 
D every desirable feature found in the 6-wheel tractor drawn aerial ladder truck plus the exclusive fea- 
tures of the 4-wheel cab-over-engine type that have made it so successful in fire service. 

The 100 foot aerial ladder is made up of 4 telescoping sections. Each section is built up of high ten- 
sile strength, corrosion resisting steel, electrically welded to form a single rigid unit. The control is by 
means of a simplified hydraulic system operable by one man. 

Each one of the outstanding features listed below, contributes to your fire department efficiency and 
only American-LaFrance gives you all of these. 


« Short overall length (41’-10’’ both Model 4-85 and « Quicker acceleration 
4-100) 


All steel aerial ladder 


* Full complement of ground ladders 


« Maneuverability in traffic and in narrow streets 


« Complete hydraulic power control for every ladder equal to the 6 wheel tractor drawn unit 
movement « No tillerman required 

« Stability for all service use equal to the 6 wheel * Powered with the 190 B.H.P. V-12 engine for 
unit unexcelled performance 


¢ Less weight than the 6 wheel tractor drawn type « The price fits your budget 















Model 4-85 with 85 foot aerial ladder Deluxe type 
shown with side enclosure of the ground ladders 
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IT’S REAL NEWS when you get 
more safe miles, more endur- 
ance, more wear in the tire that 
has long been first choice in 
fire department service. 


YOU GET THAT in the new 1940 
Goodyear All -Weather — the 
finest tire ever to bear this 
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Weather far excelled previous tires 
in long-distance, trouble-free 
tread mileage! 


IN OTHER WORDS, it keeps its road- 
holding grip longer—gives you 
more safety-mileage with great- 
er immunity from road hazards. 
That means lower tire costs 
because this new All-Weather 
costs you nothing extra! Specify 
it on your new equipment and 
replacement orders, 












7 SAFETY INSURANCE 


For complete protection 
against blowouts install 


LIFEGUARDS 


—the modern successor to 
inner tubes, 


LifeGuard—T.M.'s The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company 
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Thanks a Million! 


UR daily mail seems to be a suc- 
cession of letters containing ex- 
pressions such as these: 


“The finest issue you have ever pub- 


lished” — 


“Congratulations on the outstanding 
job you are doing” — 
“FirE ENGINEERING has even sur- 
passed itself” — 


and similar expressions of approval, 
especially since publication of our big 
September issue. 


@ Well, we are so imbued with belief in 
the great importance and dignity of the 
fire protection profession that it is quite 
natural for us to put our best efforts 
into giving you a magazine that will 
do its full part; and we are sincerely 
grateful to you for the fine support 
and cooperation you are all giving in 
building a bigger and better Fire 
ENGINEERING. 


ha Prattiolire 
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A sprinkler head is designed to do just one 
thing—to release a flood of water when a fire 
occurs. 

But other functions are necessary to com- 
plete protection which the sprinkler, alone, 
cannot perform. The sprinkler cannot summon 
the fire department...shut itself off when the 
fire is out...or give warning when any trouble 
condition develops that would impair the use- 
fulness of the system in case of fire. 

There is a way to make the sprinkler “speak 
for itself’—through A.D.T. Sprinkler Super- 
visory and Waterflow Alarm Service. Under 
such supervision, the sprinkler system is elec- 
trically connected to an A.D.T. Central Sta- 
tion, to which signals are automatically trans- 
mitted when abnormal conditions occur, assur- 


ing immediate corrective action. 


MARING THE 
SPRINKLER 


Central Station Supervision performs the 
following functions: 
1—Automatically summons the fire depart- 
ment the instant a sprinkler head opens, or 
a serious leak occurs. 
2—Automatically detects and reports to the 
Central Station trouble conditions that 
might impair or nullify the sprinkler’s 
effectiveness. 
Not only does this automatic supervision as- 
sure maximum protection—it often results in 
substantial savings by making it possible to 
revise or eliminate other less effective, but 
more costly protection measures. 
For unsprinklered properties, A.D.T. pro- 
vides Aero Automatic Fire Alarm Service to 
prevent belated discovery and delayed alarms. 


Write for free descriptive booklets. 


A.D.T. SPRINKLER SUPERVISORY 
and WATERFLOW ALARM SERVICE 


Controlled Companies of AMERICAN DISTRICT TELEGRAPH CO. 155 Sixth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 


y\y 
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CENTRAL STATION OFFICES IN ALL PRINCIPAL 


CITIES OF THE UNITED 
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Three-Fold Fire 4 to find oF 
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Make the Three-Fold Fire Alarm System your city’s “first line of defense 


against Fire!’’ 
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With the Editor 


The 1.A.F.C. 
Moves Ahead 


With a registration of 
nearly eleven hundred 
Chiefs, manufacturers 
and guests, the San Francisco con- 
ference of the International Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs proved the most 
successful since 1924. Exhibits, too, 
were well above the average. And 
recreation set a new high water mark. 


From the standpoint of business, 
much was accomplished. Raising of 
the dues by the amount of two dollars 
will make the membership in the or- 
ganization self-sustaining. There need 
no longer be the fear of increasing the 
membership to such a point that the 
Association cannot stand the financial 
burden. 


During the past year, each member 
received from the Association printed 
material that cost over twice as much 
as the one dollar fee received from 
each member. Such a condition could 
not be maintained, particularly in 
view of contemplated plans to in- 
crease, rather than decrease, this serv- 
ice to the membership. An increase 
in dues was the logical solution of the 
problem. 


A review of the fire service educa- 
tional program, which was inaugu- 
rated by the Association in 1930, 
showed marked progress during the 
year. All but a few states are carry- 
ing on statewide programs. 


Of particular significance was the 
twenty-five per cent increase in mem- 


bership of the Association during the 
preceding twelve months. This 
growth progressed at an accelerated 
rate. 


All in all, the future of the organiza- 
tion looks particularly bright. And 
with continuance of the outstanding 
type of officers now at the helm, fur- 
ther success seems assured. 


A new law in Nebraska au- 
thorizes county boards, on 
a petition of sixty per cent 
of the rural property holders, to levy 
up to one-half mill a year for fire pro- 
tection purposes. Apparatus is to be 
housed in town, and the town firemen 
will man it. 


Rural Fire 
Protection 


Volunteer firemen’s organizations 
in the state are losing no time in tak- 
ing advantage of the new law. Many 
petitions are already in circulation to 
create new rural fire protection dis- 
tricts. 


This plan presents an excellent op- 


portunity to extend fire protection to 
farm trading areas around towns, and 
if it is generally adopted, it will pro- 
vide the answer to the old problem of 
out of town calls. 


It deserves watching! 


Fird Dhepp-— 
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67th Chiefs’ Conference Sets 


New Records 


Registration of 1,056, the Largest Since 1924; Mem- 
bership Increase 25% During Past Year Reported 


a 
‘Tue 67th Annual Conference of 
the International Association of Fire 
Chiefs, held at San Francisco, Cal., 
September 20-23, was a tremendous 
success. Not only was the registra- 
tion the largest since 1924, but an 
unusual fine technical program was 
presented to the membership. Ex- 





Left, Chief Ray Tiller, Newly Elected President 
of 1. A. F.C.; Right, Chief R. E. Mottesheard, 
Retiring President 


hibits, under the direction of Chief 
Ray Tiller, Chairman of the Exhibit 
Committee, were outstanding. 

The holding of the annual conference 
of the Pacific Coast Association of Fire 
Chiefs a few days prior to the Interna- 
tional, probably contributed a lot to the 
attendance, for the Pacific Coast Asso- 
ciation also held a most successful meet- 
ing. 


Spokane, Next Convention City 


After a lively contest, Spokane, Wash., 
was selected as next year’s conference 
city. Chief Ralph Williams of Fresno, 
Cal., was elected Second Vice-President. 

After the opening ceremonies on 
Wednesday morning, a most impressive 
memorial service was presented. 

The address of welcome was delivered 
by Mayor Angelo Rossi of San Fran- 
cisco, and the response to the address 
of welcome was by Chief Frank Bender 
of Saginaw, Mich. 

The real work of the 
started Wednesday afternoon 

The reports of the condition of the 
various district organizations were first 
called for. Chief Irby Klinck, of Mem- 
phis, Tenn., First Vice-President of the 
Southeastern Association, reported prog- 
ress. Chief Ross Davis of Philadelphia 
also reported an improved condition of 
the Eastern Association. 

Chief Jay W. Stevens, Secretary of the 
Pacific Coast Association, stated that his 


Association 








Highlights of the Conference 


Spokane, Wash., gets the 1940 
Conference. 

Chief Ralph Williams, of Fresno, 
Calif., Elected Second Vice- 
President. 

Association dues raised $2. 

Registration this year at Confer- 
ence totalled 1053 as compared 
with 762 last year. 

Membership of Association in- 
creased 25% during past year. 

Exhibits grossed $1,905; netted 
$1,450. 








organization would have 1,250 members 
before the end of the year. Incidentally, 
the Pacific Coast Association now has 
over 1,100 members. 

Chief Ray Tiller of Waterloo, la., re- 
ported for the Missouri Valley Associa- 
tion. He gave the increases in member- 
ship during the past year as forty-nine. 

Chief Samuel Pope, of Boston, report- 
ing for the New England Association, 
stated that the Association now had 872 
members; 102 members were added in 
the last vear. 

The Providence Convention of this 
Association in June had a registration of 


723, one of the best attendances on 
record. 
Chief Roy E. Mottesheard of Dear- 


born, Mich., reported for the Great Lakes 
Association, and stated, that over eighty 
new members had been added to that 
organization during the year. The annual 
convention of the Great Lakes Associa- 
tion, held in connection with the Michi- 
gan State Association of Fire Chiefs, 
at Bay City, Mich., was one of the best 
ever held by this Association. 


Report of the Chairman of State 
Vice-Presidents 


Chief Albert Herring of Murphysboro, 
Ill, Chairman of the Committee on 
State Vice-Presidents, reported a gain 
of over 1,000 members in all districts 
during the past year. As the Associa- 
tion membership is approximately 4,000, 
this represented an increase of twenty- 
five per cent. Chief Herring urged con- 
tinued effort to enroll volunteer chiefs 
in the organization. He felt that this 
particular classification of members was 
somewhat neglected. 

Chief Selden Allen. of Brookline, 
Mass., reported on the work of the Edu- 
cational Committee during the past year, 


and reviewed the plans of the Associa- 
tion on future service to its members. 


Exhibit Committee 


Chief Ray Tiller, Chairman of the 
Exhibit Committee, stated that the ex- 
hibit revenue this year totaled $1,905, 
of which $455 represented the expenses 
of conducting the exhibit, and the net 
profit to the Association was therefore 
$1,450. 

Manufacturers were given an oppor- 
tunity to address the convention briefly, 
and many of them took advantage of the 
invitation. 

Mr. Malone, of the Pyrene Company, 
in speaking for his company, concluded 
his remarks by announcing that Pyrene 
was becoming a Sustaining Member of 
the Association and presented a check of 
$250 for the membership fee. This mem- 
bership makes the total of Sustaining 
Members of the Association, fifteen. 


Constitution Revision 


Including the topic “Welfare of the 
International Association of Fire Chiefs” 
and revision of the Constitution in one 
discussion, Chief Peter Steinkellner of 
Milwaukee, Wis., was asked by the 
President to open the discussion. Chief 
Steinkellner pointed out that the Asso- 
ciation at the present time receives from 
each member an amount less than the 
cost of furnishing the material to the 
member, In other words, the cost of 
the material issued to each member is 
actually less than the amount paid by 
the member for dues to the International 
Association. He urged an increase in 
dues to the International. 

After an extended discussion, the pro- 
posed changes in the Constitution as 
suggested by the Board of Directors in 
session at their annual meeting in New 
York last January were adopted with 
one change, namely, that instead of an 
increase to $5 dues, an increase to $3 
be made, so that the Association will 
now receive $3 from members instead 
of $1. 

This increase will make it possible for 
the Association to extend its service to 
members, and at the same time make 
the membership self-sustaining. At the 
present time, it would be possible to get 
in so many new members that the Asso- 
ciation would not be financially able to 
carry on its work. The new fee of $3 
a member will enable it not only to con- 
tinue its activities, irrespective of the 
number of members secured, but will 
enable it to increase its service to mem- 
bers. Definite plans were announced for 
such increased service. 


The entire morning session on Thurs- 
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Newly Elected Officers of the International Association of Fire Chiefs 
Lae to right: President, Chief Ray Tiller, Waterloo, Ia.; First Vice-President, Chief W. H. Palmer, Charlotte, N. C.; Second Vice-President, Chief 


W. R. Williams, Fresno, Cal.; Secretary-Treasurer, Ex-Chief James J.. Mulcahey, Yonkers, N. Y.; Executive Secretary, Jay W. Stevens, San 


day was devoted to the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs’ Educational 
Program. This part of the program was 
laid out and conducted by Chief Ralph 
J. Scott, of Los Angeles, Chairman of 
the Educational Committee. This fea- 
ture of the program proved a revelation 
to many of the members. All phases of 
the Association’s program were covered 
in detail, and a very interesting presenta- 
tion was made. 


Review of Education 


Chief Scott first reviewed the educa- 
tional movement in the fire service, dat- 
ing back to its conception. He pointed 
out that the International Association 
of Fire Chiefs was a prime mover in the 
educational movement. 

Mr. J. C. Beswick, of the California 
State Department of Education, spoke 
as a representative of the Office of Edu- 
cation in Washington, in place of Dr. 
Frank Cushman, who had been active 
with the Association in setting up this 
program. 

Mr. Beswick described California’s 
Educational Program and pointed how it 
conformed to the principles set forth by 
the Educational Committee with the co- 
operation of Dr. Cushman. 

Gifford C. Cook, Assistant Manager 
of the Association, then outlined plans 
of the Headquarters Office for increasing 
its service to members during the com- 
ing year. 

Following Mr. Cook’s address, Bat- 
talion Chief Gowell, with the .assistance 
of Captain Tebbetts, of the Los Angeles 
Fire Department, described the method 
employed at California fire schools, and 
particularly Los Angeles, for the train- 
ing of men. He outlined in a very con- 
clusive manner the principles of educa- 
tion and how they must be employed to 
secure the best results from the students. 

Battalion Chief Ed. Boatright of the 
Portland, Ore., Fire Department gave in 
detail the course of training followed in 
the Portland Fire College. 


Conference Teaching 


A group of four fire department 
officers staged a very fine demonstra- 
tion of modern methods of conference 
teaching. The group included Ex-Chief 


cisco, Cal. 


Thomas S. Ward, Instructor of Fire 
Training for the State of California; Ex- 
Captain John S. Steinhauer, Instructor 
of Fire Training for the State of Cali- 
fornia; Ex-Captain MHeneriole, Drill 
Master of San Mateo, Calif.; and 
Captain J. I. Tufts, Fire Alarm Super- 
intendent of Fresno, Cal. 

Questions were asked each member of 
the group and answered in such a man- 
ner as when working in a firemen’s 
training class. The purpose of the dem- 
onstration was to show just how this 
method of teaching is applied, and illus- 
trated the technique thereof. 


Educational Trends 


The Educational Program was con- 
cluded by a short talk by Fred Shepperd, 
Headquarters Manager of the Associa- 
tion. He pointed out the trend in edu- 
cation at the present time, and called 
attention to the fact that several colleges 
are now giving courses in firemanic 
training which will lead to a degree of 
Bachelor of Arts, Bachelor of Science, 
or Bachelor of Engineering. He ex- 
pressed the belief that the fire service in 
the future would be represented by a 
higher type of personnel, both physically 
and mentally, and that in the future the 
average fire department would have 
within its own ranks men of sufficient 
technical training to handle any problem 
assigned to them. 


Thursday Afternoon Session 


Thursday afternoon was devoted to 
motion pictures and constructive papers 
on various phases of fire protection and 
fire fighting. 

The session opened with the showing 
of a film on the operation of automatic 
sprinklers, through the courtesy of the 
Rockwood Sprinkler Company. 

Following the film, Clem Smith, State 
Fire Marshal of Indiana, presented a 
short paper prepared by Fire Marshal 
Scott of Ontario, in which he urged 
closer cooperation between the Interna- 
tional Association of Fire Chiefs and the 
Fire Marshals Association. 


Cooperative Fire Fighting 
In a paper entitled “It Can Happen 


Fran- 


Here,” presented by Chief Roi B. 
Woolley, President of the Westchester 
County Fire Chiefs Emergency Plan, 
New York, the author outlined in detail 
how the Westchester Plan functions and 
gave evidence of its effectiveness in 
actual emergencies. 

Mr. Woolley introduced his subject 
by calling attention to the need of co- 
operative fire fighting organizations in 
the event of war emergency and then 
proceeded to point out that other 
emergencies may happen at any place 
and at any time. The hurricane which 
struck the New England section of the 
country was pointed out as a typical 
example. Such a catastrophe had always 
been considered next to impossible in 
the New England section of the coun- 
try, and when such a wind did occur, 
tremendous loss of property and life was 
the result. The functioning of the vari- 
ous emergency plans in that section of 
the country proved their worth in han- 
dling the many difficult situations result- 
ing from the hurricane. 

Chief Roscoe Foster, of the Ports- 
mouth Navy Yard Fire Department, and 
a member of the Committee on Prepar- 
ing for War Emergencies, commended 
Chief Woolley on his paper and urged 
that the Committee on War Emergen- 
cies be continued. Upon motion, made 
and seconded, and unanimously carried, 
the committee was continued for another 
year. 


Oil Fires 


Max Enfinger and H. J. Wilson, Fire 
Protection Engineers, of the California 
Oil and Gas Association, presented a 
very interesting motion picture entitled 
“Prevention and Extinguishment of 
Fires in Petroleum Products.” They 
accompanied the picture with a running 
description of the subject, starting from 
principles of combustion of inflammable 
oils on through to methods of extin- 
guishing fires in all sizes of oil establish- 
ments. The picture and comments 
proved very interesting and instructive. 


Hazards of Automobile Parking 


Chief Walter F. Israel, of Detroit, 
Mich., presented a paper on the hazards 
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"Chief" Charlie McCarthy and His 


The Eastern Regulars, and the Corrigan party 
way home from the San Francisco Convention 
I guess [I'm m 


of automobile parking around apartment 
houses. The Fire Department of Detroit 
has in numerous instances encountered 
difficulty in operating on fires due to the 
large number of cars parked adjacent 
to apartment houses. In one particular 
instance, it was impossible for the fire 
men to hold life nets properly to catch 
persons jumping from a burning apart 
ment building 

He urged regulations to prevent such 
situations. 

The final paper on the Thursday after- 


ot 


noon session was presented by J. L 
Tufts, Chief Fire Alarm Operator, 
Fresno, Calif. Mr. Tufts described the 


fire alarm assignment system employed 
at Fresno, and explained in detail how 
it operated. 


Saturday Session 


An interesting feature of the Conven 
tion’s last day was the two-act sketch 
which showed the correct procedure in 
obtaining evidence of arson after a fire 
in a clothing store. The sketch also illus 
trated just how to gather and preserve 
evidence for use in prosecution of per 
sons who set fire to their place of busi 

for the purpose of collecting in- 
surance. It also showed how to avoid 
mistakes in connection with activities 
in obtaining evidence for use in prosecu- 


ness 


tion 





Mouthpiece, Edgar Bergen, 


w 


from the middle west 
It was the occasion for 
a big squirt” 


making Charlie a 


Among those who took part in the 
interesting sketch were Frank Kelly, 
San Francisco Fire Marshal and Bill 
Grece of the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters from Spokane (they wrote 
the sketch); Fred Carlson, Fire Marshal 
of Oakland; Mr. Anderson of the Bureau 
of Identification of Oakland and Mr. 
Gordon of Fresno. 


Clothing Store Fire Staged 


When the curtain was drawn the Fire 


Chiefs saw a very familiar scene: A 
clothing store in which a fire had just 
been extinguished, with the firemen 


cleaning up. One of the firemen picked 
up a gallon glass jug and smelled it and 
stated that it smelled like kerosene. He 
called the Captain (played by Fire Mar- 
shal Frank Kelley) and handed him the 
jug. The Captain called the Bureau of 
Identification, and requested that finger- 
prints be taken as well as photos of the 
burned store. The Captain stated that 
finger prints make or break proof in an 
arson case. Prints were taken of the 
fireman who picked up the jug of kero- 
sene in order that his fingerprints could 
be eliminated, thus the prints remaining 
on the jug would be those of the person 
who had planted it in the store. 
Another fireman picked up a box of 
excelsior which was hidden under a rack 


Welcome the Fire Chiefs' Ladies on Los Angeles Visit 

were royally entertained at Los Angeles when they stopped over on_their 
member of the i 
said Charlie when the badge was pinned on his 


nternational Association of Fire Chiefs. 


coat. 


of garments which were partly burned. 
Still another fireman picked up a box 
of partly burned rags. Numerous photos 
were taken showing the various plants 
and the partly burned merchandise. It 
was stated that such photos should be 
taken before any stock or plants are re- 
moved or disturbed. Then a fireman 
picked up a device for spraying fly spray 
and stated that he smelled kerosene on 
the device. This had evidently been used 
by the firebug in spraying kerosene 
around the store before the fire. 

A large table was set on the stage 
upon which were placed the excelsior, 
rags and the two jugs of kerosene which 
were found in the store. 


Collecting Evidence 


The Inspectors and men from the 
3ureau of Identification gave a demon- 
stration of just how to place the plants 
in large tin cans so as to preserve the 
odor of smoke, and the method of taking 
fingerprints from the jugs containing the 
kerosene, the men giving a running talk 
of advice while carrying out their work. 
The identification men also used tape 
measures in taking measurements and 
making floor plans of the store, which 
was stated to be a very important phase 
of activity. It was also stated that notes 
should be taken on every phase of the 





Some of the Highlights of the San Francisco Convention 


Left, Mayor Rossi and Chief Brennan of San Francisco, amiable hosts who entertained the visitors royally. 
Right, Chief Brennan says “Thank 


Wash., who won next year’s convention. 


Center, Chief W. P. Payne of Spokane, 


you” for the trailer presented to him by his Pacific Coast friends. 
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investigation by all concerned, and to 
which they could refer during the trial. 

One of the inspectors opened a partly 
burned desk and picked up a bill from 
an insurance agent which showed that 
the owner had recently insured the stock 
for $15,000.00. They examined the stock 
and found that many of the boxes were 
empty. The inventory showed that the 
actual stock was worth but a small frac- 
tion of the amount for which it had been 
recently insured. 

One of the firemen brought in a man 
who lived next door to the store and 
who stated that he discovered the fire 
and turned in the fire alarm. He stated 
that he had seen the store owner leaving 
the store about 9 o’clock in a hurry 
and drive away in a yellow car—a 1927 
model. 

Another fireman entered the store and 
informed the captain that the store 
owner had just arrived and wished to 
enter the store. The captain stated that 
the owner should not be permitted to 
enter the store, but should be detained 
outside. The captain stated that all men 
should get all the information possible 
from every person but give out no in- 
formation. 

The curtain was then drawn and the 
second act showed a scene in the Fire 
Marshal’s office with the Fire Marshal, 
Mr. Frank Kelley, and Bill Groze from 
the National Board of Fire Underwriters 
questioning the owner of the burned 
store. He was asked many questions, 
such as the amount of stock carried in 
his store, when he left his store, did he 
keep kerosene around the store, how 
much insurance carried, how much value 
was placed on merchandise carried in 
stock, and finally “DID YOU SET 
FIRE TO YOUR STORE?” His finger 


prints were taken and compared with 





491 


Outstanding Personages at San Francisco Convention 


Left, Chief and Mrs. Roy Mottesheard of Dearborn, Mich., retiring I. A. F. C.- president; Right, 
Jay W. Stevens initiates his grandson into the fire service. 


a record of finger prints taken from 
the jug of kerosene as well as a record 
brought into the Fire Marshal’s office 
by the inspector from the Bureau of 
Identification. The record showed that 
the owner kad previously been convicted 
of arson and was confined in prison in 
a neighboring state, all of which was 
denied by the store owner. The sketch 
ended with the officers taking the owner 
to jail. They stated that they were not 
endeavoring to obtain a confession from 
him, because the evidence was more than 
sufficient to convict him of arson. 


Metal Ladders in Winter 


Following the arson skit, the Round 
Table discussions were taken up. 
Chief P. E. Du Paul of Vancouver, 





Jay W. Stevens Disaster Truck is Christened at San Francisco Convention 
Top, Mrs. Roy Mottesheard, wife of retiring I. A. F. C. president, lets go the proverbial bottle of 
champagne. F 
Bottom, Chief Ed. Grenfell of Portland (in center wearing hat); to his left Jay W. Stevens, Aaron 
Frank (donator of truck) and Chief Brennan cf San Francisco. 


Washington, led the discussion on “Win- 
ter performance of metal ladders.” Chief 
Du Paul said: “Metal ladders 24 to 55 
feet in length were raised by three men 
at Vancouver, while six men were usu- 
ally required to raise wooden ladders of 
45 to 55 feet. After the rainy season 
wooden ladders shrank,.but no trouble 
from shrinkage of the metal ladders was 
experienced.” 

Chief Brosnan, of Albany, Ga., stated 
that metal ladders were much stronger 
and safer than wooden ladders. The 
strength of metal ladders was indicated 
from the fact that a tree 21 inches in 
diameter had fallen across a metal ladder 
without injuring it. Such an accident to 
a wooden ladder would have made it 
necessary to rebuild or repair it. 

Chief Bender of Saginaw, Michigan, 
added that a 20-foot metal roof ladder 
was handled as easily as a 12-foot 
wooden ladder. A 65-foot aerial alumi- 
num ladder gave very good results. This 
ladder was equipped with a ground wire 
to eliminate danger from coming in con- 
tact with high tension wires. 

A delegate from New Jersey stated 
that metal ladders were not weakened 
and that no trouble was experienced by 
corrosion from salt water and that if 
aluminum ladders we:e given the same 
care and attention as that given to 
wooden ladders, the aluminum ladders 
would not be affected by salt water. 


Dust Explosions 


Dr. David J. Price, Engineer in 
Charge of the Chemical Engineering 
Research, U. S. Department of Agri- 
culture, discussed “Dust and Gas Ex- 
plosions” and showed a number of in- 
teresting slides of the dust explosion and 
resulting fire at the Rosenbaum grain 
elevator in Chicago last May. Dr. Price 
was in Chicago at the time and saw two 
of the elevators blow up. 

The elevators that were destroyed by 
the explosion and resulting fire were of 
the old wooden type. Modern concrete 
storage elevators remained standing. The 
grain destroyed in this fire was sufficient 
to feed an army of 500,000 men for one 
year. 

The fire was fought by a total of 566 
officers and men and 68,000 feet of hose 
were laid. The percentage of hose that 
burst was less than one per cent of the 
entire amount used. 

“In order to reduce the dust explosion 


(Continued on page 499) 
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Fire Prevention Week 


Eo acs year, fire departments from 
coast to coast are taking a more active 
part in promoting Fire Prevention 
Week activities. And to determine 
the nature and extent of participation 
by these departments, a survey was 
recently made by Fire ENGINEER- 
ING among a representative group of 
fire departments. In the pages fol- 
lowing are outlined the programs car- 
ried out by those reporting. Therein 
may be found many useful sugges- 
tions for increasing the effectiveness 
of these annual fire prevention drives. 


This article is continued from the pre- 
vious issue. 


Denver, Col. 
P. J. Boyne, Chief of Prevention 


The Denver Fire Department has tak- 
en a very definite part in Fire Preven- 
tion Week activities since the inaugura- 
tion of the Fire Prevention Bureau into 
the Denver Fire Department. 

In addition to the regular inspections 
made by uniformed firemen, we issued 
some 3,000 home inspection blanks to 
scoutmasters, which were in turn dis- 
tributed to the Boy Scouts of their re- 
spective troops with the request that 
they make an inspection of their homes. 
When these blanks were returned to this 
Bureau and examined, we undertook to 
correct the fire hazards mentioned there- 
on, with favorable results. 

The Fire Prevention Bureau gave 
twenty-three talks to service clubs, 
women’s clubs and factory employees. 

Our Department issued an eight-page 
bulletin entitled “Don’t Gamble with 
Fire—The Dice Are Loaded,” and dis- 
tributed 3,000 copies of it. A two-page 
leaflet entitled “For Women Only” was 
also printed and 2,500 copies were dis- 
tributed to members of the women’s 
clubs of the city. 

Ten thousand copies of the fire pre- 
vention picture book, published by the 
National Fire Protection Association, 
were distributed to the first and second 
grades of the Denver public schools, as 
well as to the parochial schools. Several 
of the schools staged fire prevention 
parades and we made _ 16-millimeter 
movies of the parades in action which 
we will show in the schools this year. 

Nine addresses were made before the 
Chamber of Commerce and various civic 
club groups by this bureau. 

Three fifteen-minute broadcasts were 
made over radio stations, thirty-six films 
were shown in schools, thirty trailers in 
theatres, and five large retail department 
stores carried very extensive displays 
in their windows. 

Addresses in public and parochial 
schools numbered 120, these being made 
by uniformed firemen. Also several es- 
say contests were held throughout the 
city. 

Several poster contests and thirty-six 
playlets were conducted in the various 
schools throughout Denver and proved 
to be very educational. 

We distributed about 2,500 Fire Pre- 
vention Week posters and stickers in 


—and how Fire Departments 
Participate in it. 


the various business houses and schools 
of the city. 

We are striving to make our program 
carry throughout the entire year, and 
do not “save up” for Fire Prevention 
Week, but devote most of our efforts 
during that week to educate the public. 
Our own work is spread quite evenly 
over the year. 

In addition, we have what is known 
as the firemen’s quartette. During the 
past year, they have made over 100 ap- 
pearances at various places and meet- 
ings, and sang for twenty-four fire pre- 
vention programs during the last Fire 
Prevention Week. We have many re- 
quests for them to sing and speak on 
fire prevention, from places where we 
probably would have difficulty in getting 
an audience with a speaker, and it has 
added to the interest and popularity of 
our programs. 


Ames, lowa 
L. R. Morris, Chief 


Our Department does not participate 
in Fire Prevention Week every year. 
However, someone from the department 
gives talks in the various schools and the 
different civic clubs, and we furnish dis- 
plays for the me:chants’ windows. 


Dallas, Texas 
S. E. Hansen, Chief 


Our Department observes the entire 
month of October each year as Fire 
Prevention Month. 

Our program includes fire prevention 
talks, by members of the bureau, before 
luncheon clubs, civic organizations and 
in sixty-seven of our public schools. Mo- 
tion pictures are shown both in the 
schools and theatres, and radio pro- 
grams are presented. Posters and fire 
prevention literature are distributed by 
the Boy Scouts, and special inspections 
are made by members of the Fire De- 
partment. 


Astabula, Ohio 
Charles L. Devereau, Chief 


Our Department has a general inspec- 
tion besides our Fire Prevention Week 
inspection. We also carry some news- 
paper advertising. 


Belvidere, Ill. 
Frank Clark, Chief 


Our Department has inspections only 
during Fire Prevention Week. 


Ogden, Utah 
Owen A. Owens, Chief 


Our Department participates in Fire 
Prevention Week, but endeavors to 
make every week in the year Fire Pre- 
vention Week. Our program consists 
of talks by uniformed firemen before all 


schools, churches and service clubs. We 
also have radio talks. We have built 
what we call a “Suicide House,” and in 
this house we demonstrate all the main 
causes of fires in buildings. We find 
that more interest is shown by showing 
how fires start than by merely telling 
how they start. This Suicide House, in 
conjunction with talks, is being shown 
before the people in our city several 
times during the week. 

We also made daily inspections during 
the year in an effort to remove the 
causes of fires. We have found that it 
is much better to remove the causes of 
fires than to put the fire out after it has 
started. We are endeavoring to educate 
our citizens to be fire conscious, to re- 
move the causes of fires. 


No fire department can do good work 
without the cooperation of the average 
citizen. Through a knowledge of how 
fires start, the property owner can be 
of great help to the fire department. 

The citizens of Ogden have cooperat- 
ed fully with our department and our 
fire losses have consequently fallen off 
to a great extent. 


St. Louis, Mo. 


Lawrence C. Cornoyer, Chief 


Our Department participates in Fire 
Prevention Week by working in con- 
junction with the Fire Prevention Com- 
mittee of the St. Louis Safety Council 
in establishing a Speakers’ Bureau of 
forty-eight uniformed firemen who will 
make approximately 550 fire prevention 
addresses in 228 public and parochial 
schools. The schools have an approxi- 
mate enrollment of 141,500 pupils and 
3,424 teachers. They will also make ad- 
dresse§ to school patrons’ associations, 
mothers’ clubs, civic and social organi- 
zations. Radio talks will also be given 
by the members of the Fire Prevention 
Association and uniformed firemen. 

The Speakers’ Bureau will deliver ap- 
proximately 125,000 pamphlets on fire 
prevention, 3,000 to 4,000 lesson outlines 
will be given to the teachers, 5,000 fire 
prevention posters will be hung in the 
schools, 1,000 signs will be placed on 
fire hydrants in the most effective parts 
of the city. About twenty major signs 
will be placed at points throughout the 
city where they will be most advantage- 
ous to the viewpoint of traffic, both 
pedestrian and vehicular. Four large 
fire prevention signs will also be placed 
on an eighty-five foot aerial truck and 
routed through the city every day dur- 
ing the entire week. 


Abilene, Texas 
J. Ray Roe, Chief 


We have a year-round fire prevention 
program, and with the nationally pro- 
claimed Fire Prevention Week as a 
medium of summing up the vear’s ac- 
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tivities, a summary of the year’s activities 
is presented to the citizens of the town 
and any suggestions or criticisms anyone 
has to offer are received and noted. 

This year we completed our fifth an- 
nual home inspection campaign, and it 
was pleasing to note that there was a 
fifty-two per cent reduction in dwelling- 
house fires. 

This year our program is correlated 
in with the annual National Red Cross 
Farm and Home Week’s prevention 
campaign, the Oil Belt Safety Council 
activities, the United States Forest Fire 
Prevention campaign, the local Safety 
Council and safety programs and activi- 
ties which were conducted by the vari- 
ous service clubs and the Parent-Teach- 
er Association. 

During the school fall term, we have 
what we call the Fire Chief’s Club, 
which is composed of a Chief and an 
Assistant Chief from each of our public 
schools. This club meets semi-monthly, 
when each chief is assigned a subject 
for discussion before the assembled club. 
It is the policy of this department to 
have a semi-monthly inspection of each 
of our public schools, and it is the duty 
of the Chief and Assistant Chief at each 
school to accompany the Inspector and 
assist in filling in the inspection report. 

Theme and poster contests are con- 
ducted each year in the schools, with 
suitable cash awards for the winners. 

For the past two years, our fire pre- 
vention program has been extended to 
take in the rural section of Taylor 
County. A check up on the loss of life 
by fire showed that seventy per cent of 
the fatalities occur in the rural sections 
of the state. The wide use of liquified 
petroleum gases and rural electrification 
makes it very necessary that some kind 
of an educational program be launched 
in ‘he rural sections. 


Miami, Fla. 
A. M. Willis, Chief of Fire Prevention 


Our Department is planning to stage 
a public drill demonstration, using our 
modern five-story fire college building, 
during Fire Prevention Week. 


Globe, Ariz. 
Walter Suter, Chief 


We consider every week in the year 
Fire Prevention Week in Globe, Ariz. 
I find that a representative from our 
department appearing before the dif- 
ferent organizations of this city, relat- 
ing actual experiences in and around 
this community has more effect than 
any in the reduction of fires and their 
losses. 

Constant demonstrations of equipment, 
fire alarm boxes, their operation, lack 
of guards against fire, defective con- 
struction, carelessness and many others 
have aided materially towards reducing 
the loss of life and property. 


Wichita, Kan. 
H. H. McCall, Chief 


We participate in Fire Prevention 
Week by giving street displays and 
demonstrations with fire prevention post- 
ers in all parts of the city, by having 
uniformed fireman call on all schools 
and institutions, having fire drills, lec- 
tures, school children’s plays, etc. We 
also give fire prevention speeches and 
demonstrations before clubs when re- 
quested. The newspapers, radio and mo- 


tion pictures cooperate with us by giv- 
ing publicity to fire prevention data. A 
public fire prevention display booth will 
be located at the Municipal Forum 
Building during the Golden Jubilee, Oc- 
tober 9 to 16. Uniformed firemen will 
be on duty at this fire prevention booth 
where displays of faulty electric wiring, 
appliances, ironing board, oil mops, rags, 
exploded gasoline cans, etc., in fact hun- 
dreds of things that have caused fires 
will be seen. All schools will be sup- 
plied with self-inspection blanks for 
homes. Crews of firemen will patrol al- 
leys and residential sections of the city, 
asking citizens to clean up and remove 
trash, defective buildings, fences, sheds, 
etc. 


Crowley, La. 
J. W. Miles, Chief 


We participate in Fire Prevention 
Week by placing large banners on the 
sides of fire apparatus and parading 





Signs Placed on Hydrants 


through the streets of the business dis- 
tricts. Our Service Department places 
banners, street signs, walk signs, ground 
banners, play card banners and hydrant 
cards in the thickly populated districts. 

We also have a smail truck with a 
house constructed on it displaying the 
different types of fireproof materials and 
explaining the reasons for using same. 
This truck is driven through the streets 
each day with a fire bell sounding to 
attract the citizens, and impress them 
with the importance of fire prevention. 

We will distribute fire prevention lit- 
erature in all schools, and post fire post- 
ers on the blackboards. Special talks 
on the subject by prominent citizens 
will begin, in addition to those by the 
Mayor and myself. Talks are also given 
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before the Rotary, Chamber of Com- 
merce, the Lions and Young Men’s 
Business club. 

A daily inspection of the City and 
schools is made during the week by a 
fireman assisted by the Boy Scouts. 


El Dorado, Kan. 
R. J. Rayburn, Chief 


Our Department always observes Fire 
Prevention Week in El Dorado. by hav- 
ing fire prevention talks in all the pub- 
lic and parochial schools, distributing 
fire prevention literature, and inspecting 
all buildings and residences for fire 
hazards. 


Dodge City, Kan. 
F. McGahen 


Dodge City observes Fire Prevention 
Week by giving speeches in all the civic 
clubs and schools in the city, regarding 
fire prevention, as well as having fire 
drills in all the schools at regular inter- 
vals. All buildings in the business sec- 
tion are inspected by the fire depart- 
ment to clean up and to give aids in fire 
prevention, by checking all the gas and 
electrical equipment. Boy Scouts make 
inspections all over the city. They check 
to prevent fires and ta keep down fire 
losses. 


Huntington, W. Va. 
Brooks McClure, Chief 


Our Department participates in Fire 
Prevention Week by giving speeches 
before all civic clubs, and by conducting 
inspections and fire drills in all City 
schools, with the cooperation of the 
Junior Chamber of Commerce. We are 
planning to secure a fire prevention reel 
to be shown in the theatres this year. 


Maplewood, N. J. 
H. C. Stewart, Capt. in Charge of 
Inspections 


We participate in Fire Prevention 
Week by distributing posters through- 
out the business districts, in schools and 
factories. 

Lectures are given on fire prevention 
in the schools and scout clubs, as well 
as fire drills and inspections. 


Akron, Ohio 
C. E. Harris, Chief 


During the past three years, we have 
conducted a year-round program of 
Fire Prevention in all elementary 
schools, as a feature of the program of 
the Fire Prevention Education Bureau of 
the Fire Department. More than twenty 
thousand boys and girls receive regular 
instruction through the medium of the 
Junior Fire Fighter Clubs. 

Our celebration of National Fire Pre- 
vention Week is the climax of each year- 
ly program. In cooperation with the 
Fire Prevention Committe of the Akron 
Chamber of Commerce, we conduct a 
very elaborate program during the week. 
Posters are displayed in all mercantile 
windows; special window displays are 
in evidence. 

A comprehensive exhibit, comprising 
more than twenty separate exhibit 
booths, is open to the public in an ex- 
hibit hall in the heart of the city. An 
annual fall clean-up campaign is staged 
in cooperation with the various city gar- 
den clubs and other civic groups. 
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Home inspection questionnaires are 
distributed to each home through the 
school children in a contest plan. The 
entire city is completely inspected by 
the fire department inspection division 
during the week. A _ colorful parade 
through the down town section, using 
floats and more than 15,000 children in 
the line of march, is featured on Friday 
night of that week. On Saturday night, 
we stage a gigantic celebration at our 
Municipal Airport which offers 1% hours 


of outdoor motion pictures on safety 
which are viewed by more than 50,000 
persons. 

The climax of the evening is the 


burning of a great pile of trash which 
has been piled during the week. This 
great bonfire represents trash which has 
been gathered from all over the city, any 
part of which could have caused serious 
fires in those places from which it was 
gathered. The proportions of this great 
bonfire reaches 300 feet long, 75 feet 
wide and 30 feet high. A mardi-gras 
spirit is rampant during the entire even- 
ing with the knowledge that many po- 
tential fires in home have been avoided. 
Last year the reflection of the great bon- 
fire was seen a distance of twelve miles. 

We are proud of our record low fire 
loss here in Akron during the past three 
years. We have had the lowest per 
capita annual fire loss of all cities of our 
population class in the United States, 
and we feel that Akron citizens are the 
most fire prevention conscious in the 
country because of our constant fire pre- 
vention program. 


Lewiston, Me. 
Zephirin F. Dronin 


We participate in Fire Prevention 
Week by inspecting mercantile districts, 
having fire drill lectures and inspections 
in our school, and by carrying news- 
paper advertising and a lecture on the 
radio. 


Columbus, Ga. 
W. B. Miller, Chief 


We participate in Fire Prevention 
Week by carrying newspaper articles 
in the papers on fire prevention, and 


stress the importance of more rigid in- 
spections by requesting the cooperation 
of every man, woman and child in this 
work. We obtain the greatest results 
from the school children. Hundreds of 
school children copy questions from the 
blackboards at schoo! and take them 
home. We know that this means there 
will be no rest at home until those ques- 
tions are answered and returned to the 
teachers. The parents then become more 
interested in this work and the child 
never forgets fire prevention. 


Sioux City, lowa 
George M. Kellogg, Chief 


Our Department participates in Fire 
Prevention Week by inspecting build- 
ings, posting warning notices and ap- 
peals to people to be careful to clean 
up basements and chimneys and also by 
carrying articles in the newspapers. 


Alexandria, Va. 
James M. Duncan, Jr., Chief 


Our Department participates in Fire 
Prevention Week by sponsoring a spe- 
cial clean-up week, by having fire drills 


and short talks in the public schools with 
demonstrations on carelessness, by pub- 
lishing articles in the newspapers and 
having radio broadcasts, as well as sten- 
cilling sidewalks at all business inter- 
sections, and in front of all public build- 
ings with the words “Prevent Fires.” 

We also conduct inspections from 
house to house about nine months dur- 
ing the year. During the summer, only 
mercantile establishments are inspected. 
Inspection cards are filled out and a 
copy left with the tenant or owner, and 
a follow-up is made to see that recom- 
mendations are carried out. 


Fort Collins, Col. 
T. P. Treadwell, Chief 


We carry on a fire prevention cam- 
paign all year round. This year we plan 








FIRE ENGINEERING 


dwelling house inspections by uniformed 
firemen. 

We plan to run news stories in the 
local paper every day. Service clubs 
usually have special programs pertain- 
ing to fire prevention during that period. 


Boulder, Col. 
Emil A. Johnson, Chief 


The Boulder Fire Department has 
been participating in fire prevention 
work for a number of years not only 


during Fire Prevention Week but also 
the other fifty-one weeks of the year. 
This year, our program will consist of 
inspecting all buildings, ash pits and 
yards within the city, displaying fire pre- 
vention posters in business sections, 
placing fire prevention stickers, fur- 
nished by merchants for use on pack- 


Fort Collins Wins the Interest of School Children 


to have a daily radio broadcast during 
Fire Prevention Week over station 
KFKA, which is a new thing with us. 
The boys are building some new mater- 
ial now for this year, which we think 
will be different and will help us in our 
campaign, as well as to win us a good 
rating with the National Board of Fire 
Underwriters. We have won first place 
in Colorado for the past eight years and 
we like to brag a bit about our Junior 
Fire Fighters who help us to put over 
the message in a big way. 


Fort Dodge, lowa 
H. J. Callahan, Chief 


This department has actively partici- 
pated in Fire Prevention Week for the 
past fifteen years, as well as being the 
leader in the Spring Clean-up Week. 

This year we plan to distribute about 
400 posters to schools, factories, stores 
and other places where they may be 
seen. We also plan to hold and judge 
for efficiency, fire drills in all schools in 
the city. Plays will be put on in various 
schools; stores and offices will have win- 
dow displays; small brochures will be 
distributed to school children; fire ap- 
paratus will be paraded through the city 
with appropriate banners, and special 
inspections will be made of buildings 
which by reason of their age or occu- 
pancy constitute special hazards. An at- 
tempt will be made, if possible, to have 


ages and mail, which they might be 
sending out; displaying fire prevention 
posters in all public and _ parochial 
schools, placing a fire prevention theme 
each day during Fire Prevention Week 
in local newspapers. Uniformed firemen 
also give fire prevention talks before all 
luncheon clubs and schools during Fire 
Prevention Week. 


Murphysboro, Ill. 
Albert Herring, Chief 


Our Department observes Fire Pre- 
vention Week. Before the program is 
started, the Ministers Association and 
myself hold a meeting, at which they 
are given the set-up of my Fire Preven- 
tion Week Program, after which they 
make a statement from their pulpits in 
regard to fire prevention, and ask all to 
cooperate with the Fire Department. 
During the first day of Fire Prevention 
Week, I visit each school and talk to 
the teachers and pupils, leaving inspec- 
tion blanks with the teachers to be taken 
home by each pupil and returned filled 
out, after the pupils have inspected their 
homes. Three prizes furnished by the 
Lions Club of this City are offered for 
these inspections. 

The Rotary Club, The Lions Club, 
the Business and Professional Women’s 
Club, and other organizations take part 
in our Fire Prevention Week. I also 


meet with each organization, as well 
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as the Parents and Teachers Organiza- 
tion. Once during the week we hold 
the annual fire drill to see who is the 
winner of the silver loving cup for the 
year. It is on that day I gather up the 
inspection blanks and also the fire pre- 
vention essays which were written by 
the girls. Three prizes are given for 
these essays. 

During Fire Prevention Week, the fire 
department makes an inspection of each 
school building, moving picture houses 
and the business district. 


College Park, Ga. 
T. L. Newborn, Chief 


We participate in Fire Prevention 
Week by having a representative of the 
Fire Department, including myself, lec- 
ture at each school in the city. We also 
have a general clean-up week, and have 
already started re-roofing; all wood 
shingle roofs will be re-roofed if pos- 
sible. Posters and newspaper advertise- 
ments will also be carried. 

(To be concluded) 





PENNSYLVANIA HOLDS SCHOOL 
FOR WEEK AT STATE COLLEGE 


First Annual School Draws Attendance of Over 
200—Work Arranged for Group Instruction 


By Arthur W. Espey 


More than two hundred Pennsyl- 
vania fire fighters received their state 
certificates at the conclusion of the first 
annual fire school and fire conference 
held at State College, Pa., the week of 
August 27. Following an address by 
Horatio Bond on Friday, September 1, 
and a brief talk by Dr. Walter B. Jones, 
Industrial Education Chief of Pennsyl- 
vania, the certificates were awarded by 
Rollin B. Posey, Principal of the Pub- 
lic Service Institute, Harrisburg, Pa. 
The immediate direction of the week’s 
courses rested with George L. Town- 
send, Assistant Principal, Public Service 
Institute, who did an excellent job. 
Classes were held regularly in the vari- 
ous class rooms at the Pennsylvania 
State College, in its laboratories, and at 
such points as suited the needs of the 
student firemen. After the afternoon 
classes, games of soft ball and other 
sports were enjoyed, and some lively 
contests added zest to the occasion. 
The evening sessions were in the form 
of a general assembly at the huge recrea- 
tion hall of the college. Numerous fire 
extinguishment films and other educa- 
tional “movies” were displayed. Among 
the speakers who addressed these eve- 


ning sessions were: H. D. Immel, Di- 
rector, Bureau of Inspection, State of 
Pennsylvania; T. Alfred Fleming of the 
National Board of Fire Underwriters; D. 
C. Jones, State College; Chief Nicholas 
Phelan, Pittsburgh; Dr. David J. Price, 
Washington; State Fire Marshal Wil- 
liam F. Treager of Harrisburg; Chiefs 
Wagner and Erb of York and Allen- 
town; Lieut. Faber and Sergeant Roche 
of the Pennsylvania Motor Police; Dr. 
Charles Bauer, Allentown, and Horatio 
Bond, Boston. 

Leo Lieberman, Chief, Bureau of 
Combustibles, New York Fire Depart- 
ment, gave an enlightening address on 
the subject of gases and chemicals met 
with in fire fighting. The illustrated lec- 
ture on first aid and rescue by Dr. Hub- 
ley R. Owen, Police and Fire Surgeon 
of Philadelphia, was enthusiastically re- 
ceived. A highly informative paper on 
laws relating to Pennsylvania firemen 
prepared and read by Chief James L. 
Jack, Fire Marshal of Indiana County, 
contained a wealth of timely data and 
valued information. 

One of the high lights of the occasion 
was the presentation of an honorary 
certificate to Dr “Dave” Price who 
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spoke feelingly of his love for his native 
state of Pennsylvania and his momen- 
tary return to the alma mater of his 
college days. With the dynamic T. Al- 
fred Fleming, Dr. Price was accorded a 
powerful ovation, and it was with re- 
luctance that the listeners permitted 
these two popular gentlemen to depart. 

The complete Fire Department equip- 
ment of the State College borough fire 
companies was available throughout the 
week. The Lewistown, Pa., Fire De- 
partment sent a 1,000-gallon Ahrens-Fox 
pumper and a Pirsch junior aerial truck 
daily to the training grounds. A Mack 
and an American-LaFrance pumper— 
both 750-gallon centrifugals — were 
loaned to the school by the respective 
manufacturers. 


Group Instruction 


The course of training was divided 
into four groups, viz., chiefs; engineers, 
drivers and mechanics; firemen (rank 
and file); teacher training. The first 
group was subdivided into sections ac- 
cording to population of communities 
represented. Heading the respective 
groups were George Carpeneto, Chief, 
Undine Fire Company, Bellefonte, Pa.; 
Chief Michael Clark, Williamsport, Pa.; 
former Chief Edmund Lewis, Scranton, 
Pa., and Chief Ross B: Davis, Philadel- 
phia. 

The class of engineers, drivers and 
mechanics was taught by “Art” Espey, 
Bureau of Fire, Elmira, N. Y., assisted 
by Lieut. William R. Snyder, Master 
Mechanic of the Allentown, Pa., Fire 
Department. The firemen group was 
directed by George Cartwright, Drill 
Master, Johnstown, Pa., Fire Depart- 
ment. 

The teacher training group was in- 
structed by Dr. F. Theodore Struck, 
Head of the Department of Industrial 
Education, Penn State College, and Her- 
man F. Hall, Chief, Trade and Indus- 
trial Education, Connecticut State De- 
partment of Education. The practice 
training sessions were directed by Cap- 
tain Joseph P. Fay, Fire School In- 
structor, assisted by Captain William R. 
Fulham, both officers being attached to 
the Bureau of Fire, Pittsburgh, Pa. 

Demonstrations were held of the Day 
nozzle, Alfco vapor nozzle, and the new 
Poweron nozzle in the extinguishment 
of oil and gas fires; carbon dioxide fire 
extinguishing equipment. Foam extin- 


guishers were demonstrated by repre- 
(Continued on page 519) 
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SELECTION OF A CHIEF FOR VOLUNTEER FIREMEN 


In many fields and activities, great 
responsibility is placed upon the leader 
or the man at the top. 

This is particularly true in volun- 
teer departments where the leader 
must be a man of strong character 
and respected by his subordinates to 
prevent his force from becoming 
muddled and unorganized at a fire, 
when order and discipline and effi- 
ciency are needed most. 

Unlike a paid department where 
fire-fighting and prevention is a 
career, volunteer firemen are men 
who give their time, most often with- 
out any financial returns, for the 
sheer joy of fighting fires and for the 
comradeship of the department. It is 
something that those not interested 
in fire departments have difficulty to 
appreciate. 

Volunteers must respect and ad- 
mire the man who is Chief. If not, 
there is dissention and a falling off in 
department membership. 

That is why it is so important that 
the plan for selecting a new Chief is 
one that is most acceptable to the 
men. 

The opinions and experiences of a 
number of Chiefs on this subject, is 
contained in the following discussion. 
In the box on the following page is 
the problem that will be presented in 
the next issue. 


Discussion of the Question 


W. Gillette, Chief, Springfield, Vt.: Our 
town is under the Municipal Manager 
system. He has the right to pick his 
own Chief who works under him. 

At the time this system went into 
effect, the former Chief would not take 
the job unless he was elected by the 
vote of the people, so the village has 
always elected the Chief. 

I believe that the best method for 
this town is to have the Chief elected 
by the taxpayers. It is their money 
that he is spending, and their lives 
and property he is protecting. In other 
towns, this might work out as well. 

I consider that if I am not pleasing 
the people who are supporting the fire 
department, I certainly do not want 
the job of Chief given to me by the 
Town Council or any other municipal 


body. 
C. I. Goff, Chief, Preston, Ida.: I believe 


the Chief of the volunteer fire depart- 
ment should be appointed by the City 
Council for various reasons. The 
members of the department could 
elect all their other officers. 

This is a better plan because some 
one should be responsible to the city 
for the equipment furnished by it. 
This also makes for a closer tie be- 
tween the fire department and the city 
in regard to city business and matters 
pertaining to the interest of the fire- 


men. 

J. N. Mitchell, Chief, Hoisington, Kans.: 
I find in my thirty-eight years as a 
member of the Hoisington Fire De- 
partment, that we have had better re- 
sults when the fire department elects 
the Chief. The boys feel that they 
should appoint the Chief as they are 
the ones who have to serve under him. 
This department elects its own Chief 
and the City Manager approves him. 

Ralph Kirroy, Chief, Dannemora, N. Y.: 
I believe that a Chief should be elected 
by the members of the department, 
provided it is a strictly volunteer de- 
partment, where there is no paid Chiei. 

I do not believe any village board 
should interfere with any election tak- 
ing place among members of a volun- 
teer fire department. 

Each member of our company pays 
three dollars a year dues. The village 
does not make any contributions to 
our treasury. As the small dividend 
we receive each year from foreign in- 
surance is not enough to help us a 
great deal, we run dances, shows, 
picnics, etc., to bolster our treasury. 

The only assistance we get from our 
village board is along the line of pur- 
chasing necessary supplies. 

C. Battle Shaw, Chief, Brownsville, 
Tenn.: I think the Chief should be 
elected by members of his department, 
as they should know who among their 
members, is best suited for the job. 

Sol Willis, Chief, Sidney, Neb.: I think 
the chief should be elected by the de- 
partment, as it makes for a better 
feeling among the men. 








HERE IS THE PROBLEM 


Should the Chief of a volunteer 
department be elected by members 
of the department or appointed by 
the Town Council (or other mu- 
nicipal body or official) ? 

Which method do you consider 
the better, and why? 








J. J. Faulch, Chief, Cookeville, Tenn.: 


I think the City Council or Manager 
should have the power to appoint the 
Chief of the fire department. The Chief 
then should have the power together 
with his fire department to elect or 
appoint his firemen. 


A. G. Friche, Chief, Brookings, South 


Dak.: Our Chief is elected by the 
members of the department, but he 
must be approved by the council and 
mayor. I believe this is a very good 
method. 


John W. Todd, Secretary-Treasurer, 


Fire Department, Oceanside, Cal.: 
This department finds it more satis- 
factory for our City Council to ap- 
point our Chief. 

Victor L. Pangle, Chief, Pasco, Wash.: 
My experience has been that there is 
more harmony and cooperation where 
the Chief of the volunteer fire depart- 
ment is appointed in coordination with 
both the city and volunteer depart- 
ment. According to the laws of our 
city, the Chief has a _ considerable 
amount of responsibility, so therefore, 
it is up to the council to see that some- 
one is appointed who has the qualifica- 
tions to carry out these obligations 
and, on the other hand, it is up to the 
volunteer firemen to see if they can’t 
have someone appointed who can keep 
harmony among the boys in general. 

These are just my views on this 
subject as I see them through my 
fifteen years of being volunteer fire 
chief of a city of four thousand popu- 
lation, and through cooperating with 
other volunteer fire departments with- 
in the state. 

Will Burroughs, Chief, Ripon, Wis.: I 
believe the Chief of a volunteer fire 
department should be appointed by 
the police and fire commissions. Every 
city should have one. This would keep 
the fire department out of politics. 


W. L. Banker, Chief, Fairfield, Ill: I 


believe the Chief should be appointed 
by the city officials as he will then 
have the responsibility of the depart- 
ment’s performance and will feel free 
to exercise the proper control over 
them. 


E. C. Kuehner, Chief, Chehalis, Wash.: 


I believe the Chief should be appointed 
by the volunteers, as they have to 
work with the Chief and not with the 
City Council. The Chief needs all the 
help and support he can get at a fire, 
and his men will give it to him if they 
appoint him. 


George Westcott, Chief, Kellogg, Ida.: 


In my opinion, the Chief of a volun- 
teer fire department should be elected 
by members of his department. If he 
is elected by the council, there is al- 
ways the possibility that he won’t be 
satisfactory to the members of the de- 
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partment. I belonged to a volunteer 
department that used this plan for 
twenty years without any criticism. 

C. W. Kemp, Sr., Chief, Crystal City, 
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to appoint the Chief. If the members 
of the department elect their own 
Chief, they might put in someone who 
is not qualified to act as Chief. Most 


Mo.: My opinion is that a Chief of a NEXT ISSUE of the towns co in Rss — of 
volunteer fire department should be : the country pay the volunteer firemen 
appointed by the city board, and then Do you use fog nozzles in your from $1.50 to $2 a call. For that reason 
only on his qualifications, as they are department? I believe it is better for the Council 
very important in volunteer work. For what types of fires are they to appoint the Chief. 

L. A. Kroh, Chief, Clarion, Pa.: I think employed? Ralph P. Elbert, Chief, Algona, Ia.: Al- 


a Chief of a volunteer company should 
be by all means elected by the com- 
pany. I believe from my observations 
of towns in our vicinity that the less 
the borough officials mix with the 
company, the better the company gets 
along. Above all, they should not dic- 
tate to the company. Since a volunteer 
company operates without much com- 
pensation for their services, they can- 
not be dictated to. 

The borough officials should give all 
reasonable aid to the company, but 
should let them operate independently. 

Our local company went through 
this very thing some time ago, and it 
cause us a great deal of trouble. 
Charles Sweeney, Chief, Antioch, Cal.: 
The volunteers should be allowed to 
select their own Chief and should get 
behind him. It is a good policy to 
have the approval of the city or other 
officials in order to assure the re- 
sponsibility of the department in care 
and use of equipment. 

Office holders change but the volun- 
teer roster will show practically the 
same names over a period of years. 
Political appointments in this field can 
be overcome by a united front on the 
part of the volunteers. 

A. J. McCarty, Foreman, Glendive, 
Mont.: We feel that the Chief of a 
volunteer fire department should be 
elected by the members of the depart- 
ment because if chosen by the mem- 
bers, he will undoubtedly be a man 
who has had several years of ex- 
perience as a fireman and also has the 
respect and good will of the men. 
John Bansman, Chief, Novata, Okla.: 
I believe the Chief of a volunteer fire 
department should be elected by the 
members of the department. 

In this city, the Council tried to 
appoint the Chief. It didn’t work out. 


H. D. Morton, Chief, Wink, Tex.: In my 


opinion, the Chief should be dicted 
by the members of the department 
and should meet with approval of the 
City Council. This will create more 
harmony between both bodies. 

S. F. Garber, Chief, Columbia City, Ind.: 
I think the Chief of a volunteer fire 
department should be appointed by the 
Town Council, but such appointment 
should be made from the membership 
of the department or should be a per- 
son who has had enough fire fighting 
experience to qualify him for the posi- 
tion as Chief, and not make a political 
appointment out of it. 

I feel that if it were left to the mem- 
bers of the department, they would not 
elect the man best qualified, but would 
be inclined to elect the man best liked 
or most popular. In some volunteer 
departments the men feel that the 
position of Chief should be passed 
around, and they usually elect a new 
Chief every year so that they all will 
get a chance, whether they are quali- 
fied or not. 

Another reason is that as a volun- 
teer fireman does not receive much 
pay for his services, he does not go 
very strong on discipline. If the Chief 


On what types of fires have you 


found them particularly effective? 


What results have you secured? 








J. D. Lee, Chief, Madison, S. D.: 


L. A. Ballard, 


K. C. 


were elected by the department, he 
might be afraid to enforce the neces- 
sary discipline which is as necessary 
in a volunteer department as it is in a 
paid department. I know what would 
have happened to me several times if 
my election depended on the depart- 
ment, as some of my men object to 
discipline and do not approve of the 
drills I require semi-monthly. 


W. W. Fuller, Chief, Sayre, Okla.: I be- 


lieve that the Chief should be elected 
by members of the fire department and 
approved by the mayor and council, or 
other governing body of the city. 

In this way the fire department can 
choose someone best qualified for the 
job and one who has had the ex- 
perience needed. 

If it were left to the governing body, 

they might possibly appoint someone 
who knows very little of fire fighting 
and its problems. They might also 
let politics enter into their appoint- 
ment, which is the one thing we fire- 
men are trying to keep out of the de- 
partment. 
I be- 
lieve the Chief should be elected by 
members of the volunteer fire depart- 
ment, as they are better fitted to select 
the Chief, knowing his qualifications 
for the office. 

The appointment of the Chief by the 
city council might bring the depart- 
ment into politics and favoritism. 

Our department elects its own Chief 
and assistants subject to the approval 
of the city commission. 


Chief of the Fire Department, Attica, 


Ind.: I think the Chief should be 
appointed by the Town Council, be- 
cause the majority of the city officials 
would then have equal say as to who 
should be Chief and do away with part 
of the political graft. 

Chief, Salem, Va.: I am 
of the opinion that the Chief should 
be appointed by the Council or Town 
Manager. From 1906 to 1932, the 
members elected the Chief and we 
always had politics in the company. 
Since the Manager started in 1932 to 
appoint the officers, we have had a 
real fire department and all work to- 
gether. We never have any hard feel- 
ings about who will be the next Chief 
because we have nothing to say about 
the appointment of the Chief. 

The Salem Fire Department has a 
full time paid chief and three paid 
drivers. We work under the 1930 code 
of the State of Virginia. 

Billings, Chief, Lancaster, S. C.: 
We elect our own Chief. Members of 
the department believe it is the best 


way. 
J. C. Worley, Chief, Hamlet, N. C.: I 


think it is better for the Town Council 


though I have been appointed by the 
Mayor, I believe that the Chief should 
be elected from the members of the 
fire department, as the members of 
the fire company know whom they 
would like to be under for orders, and 
they would work with the Chief better 
than if he were appointed by the 
Mayor or Council for political reasons. 
We have a very efficient organization 
here with the appointment of the Chief 
by the Mayor. 

Our members which we vote into 
the volunteer company, are subject to 
the approval of the company and also 
the council of the city. We have a 
population of 5,000. There are sixteen 
members of the company who are paid 
$2 for every alarm if they report at 
roll call. I as Chief, do not get any 
extra pay, but I am also City Fire 
Inspector and am paid at the rate of 
seventy cents an hour for inspection 
or any work I may do pertaining to 
the fire company. 


E. B. Rhodes, Chief, Fordyce, Ark.: We 


feel that the Town Council should 
appoint or elect the fire chief of a 
volunteer department, as the council 
is elected by and is responsible to the 
people. We firemen are merely se- 
lected for one duty and might not have 
the proper judgment in this particular 
matter and could create a condition 
that might not serve to the best in- 
terests of the whole community. 


C. M. Day, Chief, Huntingburg, Ind.: 


I believe in home rule. In our town 
of 3,500 population, the Chief is ap- 
pointed by the Mayor. Up to the time 
McNutt was elected Governor of In- 
diana, the Mayor made appointments, 
but they had to be approved by the 
City Council. Now the Mayor makes 
all appointments. It is my opinion 
that it would be a lot better if the City 
Attorney, City Marshal and Chief 
could be elected by the people. 

I have been Chief for thirteen years 
and I know how long it takes to get 
what you need from the council. 
I think the Chief should either be 
elected by the department or by the 
voters. 


C. D. Wadsworth, Jr., Prattville, Ala.: 


The firemen should by all means elect 
their Chief as they are to be led by 
him. This would keep politics out of 
the fire company. 


Ed. J. Glover, Chief, Lumberton, N. C.: 


Personally I think the Chief of a 
volunteer fire department should be 
appointed by the Town Council or 
some other municipal body or official. 
Should the election of the Chief be 
left to the members of the department, 
the chances are that where there are 
about eighteen or more members of 
a volunteer company, some few mem- 
bers may vote against the man who 
was elected Chief. If these men are 
carried on the department roll, there is 
bound to be a little friction. I have 
known cases whether this friction got 
so bad after the election of a Chief 
that there was much dissention during 
the whole term of Chief. I think that 
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if the Chief is elected by the Town 
Council, there is less friction. The 
men will have more respect for their 
Chief and it will do a great deal to 
keep politics from entering a depart- 
ment. 

H. E. Colburn, Chief, Albion, N. Y.: | 
believe the Chief of a volunteer de- 
partment should be elected by the de- 
partment or by representatives from 
each company in the department and 
confirmed by the Board of Trustees. 

The above makes for better feeling 
between the companies in the depart- 
ment and better cooperation between 
Chiefs and members of the depart- 
ment. Should the members select 
officers not qualified for the job, the 
Board of Trustees need not confirm 
the selection and may ask for other 
names to be submitted. 

It has worked out here very well. 
W. L. Philips, Chief, Sac City, Ia.: The 
Chief of our department is elected 
each year by the members of our 
volunteer department. I think this is 
by far the better way to select a 
Chief because the members of a de- 
partment are the ones who should 
know whether a man is capable of 
handling the job. 

In other smaller cities and towns, 
members of the City Council or other 
municipal bodies are just ordinary 
citizens who don’t know the first thing 
about what is required to be a good 
fireman. In our city, the department 
has the full cooperation of its City 
Council. Whenever we need equip- 
ment of any sort, I present the prob- 
lem to our council and they always 
give us full authority to buy our 
equipment. I think that volunteer de- 
partments should strive toward co- 
operation with its city officials, but 
that the members of the department 
should be the ones to select and buy 
equipment and by all means elect their 
officers. 


L. A. Perret, Chief, Bonne Terre, Mo.: 


I think the chief should be appointed 
by the City Council because it would 
give him more prestige with the de- 
partment as the Chief is held respon- 
sible to the City Council. 

The selection of personnel should be 
left up to the Chief as he has to get 
the organization working as perfect 
as possible. 

For fifteen years, the department 
has met to select our own men. This 
gives the men home rule in organiza- 
tion which is appreciated by them. 
Ivon T. Morton, Chief, Easton, Md.: 
The selection of the Chief of a fire 
department should be made by the 
company membership as they are in a 
better position to select the man who 
has the proper knowledge and experi- 
ence and who can command discipline. 
This protects fire departments from 
occasional political appointments made 
by the Mayor and Council or Fire 
Board. 

In my opinion, the selection of the 
Chief by the company and his con- 
firmation by the Mayor and Council 
creates harmony between the two de- 
partments. We have done this for 
years and have had only one man re- 
jected. 

H. A. Graves, Chief, Red Lodge, Mont.: 
Whether the Chief of a volunteer fire 
department should be appointed by the 
Mayor or Town Council, or whether 
he should be elected by the members 
of the department is a question which 


has been discussed many times. Both 
sides have strong arguments to put 
up in favor of their sides. Some say 
that as the town buys the fire appara- 
tus, furnishes a place to house the 
equipment, and in some cases pays the 
firemen, the Chief should be appointed 
by the Council or Mayor. 

On the other hand, the volunteers 
put up a good argument to the effect 
that as they are the ones who volun- 
teer their services to the town to pro- 
tect it against fire and as they have 
to sometimes help the town in the pur- 
chasing of fire equipment, and as they 
know the man in their department who 
is capable to be Chief, they should 
have the power of selecting their own 
Chief. 

My opinion of the question is that 
the volunteers and the Mayor and 
Council should get together for the 
good of the town and select the Chief. 
We know by past experiences that 
where there is a little hard feeling be- 
tween the two, the town will not buy 
equipment that is needed to fight fires 
and the volunteers will not take the 
proper care of what they have, and 
will try to force the Mayor and Coun- 
cil to buy. 

Where there is cooperation between 
the town and its volunteers, you will 
find the fire department is always will- 
ing to give their best at the sound of 
a fire alarm. 

Therefore, I believe that the volun- 
teers should select the names of two 
or more capable men from their de- 
partment who are qualified to act as 
Chief and submit these names to the 
City Council and let them appoint the 
one they think is the best and most 
capable of handling the job. I think 
this would solve the problem and 
would make for better cooperation. 


James M. Gage, Chief, Montrose, Cal.: 


Our department is considered a volun- 
teer department, but it should be 
termed part-paid and volunteer as 
we have four men who are paid for 
their work in the fire station. We have 
election of officers once a year, the 
same as many other volunteer fire de- 
partments. 

In our city I believe the Chief 
should be appointed by the City 
Council. If a Chief is appointed by his 
City Council, he will take more inter- 
est in his department, and will do a 
better job for his city and department. 
He will know that his job as Chief 
will last more than one year which 
will give him more time to build up 
his department. He will be able to 
set up a better system for fighting 
fires, improve alarm systems and se- 
lect better volunteers when they are 
needed. He will be able to keep al! 
politics out of the department, which 
is the worst enemy a department has. 

By being appointed by a City Coun- 
cil, the Chief will know that he has 
more backing from the city. This is 
badly needed in any kind of fire in- 
spection work. He must have sup- 
port or his inspection will amount to 
nothing. 


x* * * 


Answers to Previous Questions 
The following replies were received in 


answer to a previous question on leaks 
from underground gasoline tanks: 


Frank A. Northcutt, Chief, Covington, 
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Ky.: Located in the southern part of 
our city, near the railroad yards and 
shops, is a concern known as the Spur 
Oil Company. This company has un- 
derground tanks. On December 3, 
1937, one of their tanks sprang a leak, 
draining into a cesspool leading to the 
city sewer system. Property owners 
in an area of four city blocks of this 
tank complained of the gasoline smell 
in their basements. On learning of 
this, an immediate inspection was made 
and as gasoline was found in the 
sewer system, the sewers were flushed 
by the Fire Department. The Spur 
Oil Company immediately replaced 
their tank, which was of 22,000 gallons 
capacity. 

All tanks should be installed in solid 
ground so as to protect them from 
sliding earth and constructed of an 
approved gauge of steel, well covered 
with an anti-rust paint. 

Tests are made from soil around 
tank area or from tank contents when 
requested. 


Peter Steinkellner, Chief, Milwaukee, 


Wis.: We have never encountered a 
situation where gasoline was leaking 
from underground tanks and finding 
its way into neighboring buildings, as 
the requirements of our tank ordinance 
are strict. 

We inspect underground tanks if re- 
quested by the owner. Tests are made 
with a measuring stick or metal gauge 
daily until the leak is found. We have 
only found six cases in the past ten 
years. 


. H. Monroe, Chief, Savannah, Ga.: We 


test tanks with five pounds air and 
then go over all seams with soap suds, 
before they are put into the ground. 

We quite often find tanks leaking 
when we test and they are not allowed 
to be put into the ground until they 
are repaired and tested. 

We have not had a case where the 
gasoline leaked out of the tank and 
found its way into neighboring build- 
ings. 

All the filling stations in Savannah 
take the measurement of the tank 
when they close for the day and again 
the next morning. If there is a dis- 
crepancy, the tank is taken up and a 
new one put down. 

Button, Captain, Fire Warden, 
Akron, O.: We have never found any 
leaky tanks. All tanks must be tested 
and must have the Underwriters label 
on them. All tanks not used for a 
time are air tested for leaks. The 
test gauge must stand for at least six 
hours. 

The various oil companies make the 
test under our direction, as often as 
this department deems such tests 
necessary. 


The following reply was received in 


answer to a previous question on hydrant 
rental fees: 


Peter C. Kiernan, Chief, Newark, N. J.: 


We are not charged a rental fee on 
fire hydrants. 

The Water Department is respon- 
sible for the maintenance of hydrants. 
With regard to inspecting hydrants, 
the Fire Department supplements the 
inspections made by the Water De- 
partment for assurance hydrants are 
in good working order. Both water 
and fire departments are charged with 
removing snow from the area of the 
hydrants. 
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Two Views of Stage Setting Showing Store After Fire. The Setting Very Realistically Portrayed a Clothing Store as It Appeared After a Fire. 


l. A. F. C. Convention Report 
(Continued from page 491) 


hazard it is necessary to remove the 
dust from grain, leave it out and do 
not put it back into the grain. There will 
be very light losses from dust explosions 
when this is done,” said Dr. Price. Dust 
explosions have a very vital interest for 
fire departments. Statements on dust 
explosions in the firemen’s language are 
contained in a recent publication entitled 
“25 True and False Statements,’ which are 
now available. A sound picture is also 
available entitled “Danger in Dust 
Explosions.” 


Spring Clean Up Day 


In discussing the subject of having a 
Fire Prevention Day in the Spring of 
the year, Chief Davis of Philadelphia 
stated that Philadelphia has a Clean up 
League and that, during one week in 
May, the city removes gratis all rubbish 
from homes. This has held down fire 
losses. There is also a paint-up week 
in the spring. Chief Davis said that he 
did not know if it would be an advantage 
to change from October to the spring 
because of the importance of having the 
flues ready for winter. In installing oil 
burners the installers do not take into 
consideration the high stack tempera- 
tures (which are much higher than stack 
temperatures formerly resulting with 
other forms of fuel) which cause much 
trouble. 

Another delegate stated that he would 
like to see an additional week in the fall 
when the heating plants are in operation, 
which would be purely a Fire Depart- 


ment activity. In Milwaukee the city 
has Inspectors’ Week when inspectors 
enter homes and point out hazards and 
show how the property may be protected 


a meeting in Grand Rapids called to 
discuss the matter of transporting gaso- 
line through the streets, each oil com- 
pany brought a lawyer, who put up a 





"Wild Bill" Hickox on his Arrival at San Francisco, Following a Cross Country run From 
New York With the Above Mack Pumper and Crew. 


against fire. This is purely a Fire De- 
partment movement. 

Other speakers stated that they were 
in favor of a movement for cleaning up 
in the Spring. 

Because Spring is normally the period 
of the year when housecleaning is done, 
it was felt by some of those who dis- 
cussed the question that a tie-up of fire 
prevention activities with housecleaning 
would prove highly effective in reducing 
fire hazards, particularly those in homes. 


Transporting Gasoline 


In discussing the subject of transport- 
ing gasoline through city streets Chief 
Higgins of Grand Rapids said that at 


fight, with the meeting breaking up in 
a row. The Sun Oil Company operates 
tank trucks of 3,000-gallons capacity. 
They claim that large capacity tank 
trucks cut down the price charged for 
gasoline and that smaller capacity tank 
trucks would necessarily result in higher 
price being charged for gasoline. During 
a sudden sleet storm a large tank truck 
got out of control on a steep hill and 
ran to the bottom of the grade and 
ripped the gasoline tank open and the 
gasoline flowed down the gutter and 
became ignited doing much damage to 
stores along the street. It was believed 
that the oil companies for their self pro- 
tection should decide what was excessive 
and what was a safe amount of gasoline 





Some Well-Known Faces at the San Francisco Convention 
Left, Chiefs Frank Callahan, Central Falls, R. 1.; Thos. H. Cotter, Providence, R. I.; A. J. Cote, Woonsocket, R. L, 


Left to right 
Chief Harry McElroy, Providence. 


Right, Fire Patrol Chief Bill Gardiner, Kansas City, Mo.; 


and Bat. 


M. Cadman, Schedule Rating Bureau, Newark, 


J.; Dr. David J. Price, U. S. Dept. of Agriculture, Washington, D. C.; Chief Selden R. Allen, Brookline, Mass.; Chief Samuel J. Pope, Boston, 


Mass.; Chief T, J. 


Hardwick, Kansas City, Mo. 
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People Who Were Much in Evidence at the San Francisco Convention 


Left to right—Left, Chicago delegation, James Gleason, Engr. in Charge of Equipment; Geo. Curry, Secy. to Comm’r; Fire Commissioner M. J. 
Corrigan; Chief of Fire Patrol Frank McAuliffe; Jim Flynn. Right, Chief H. Gutheim, Cambridge, Mass.; V. C. Stanley, President Gamewell Co., 
who staged the magnificent Gamewell night; Frank Stover, Chicago Mgr. of Gamewell; Chief Hugo Delfs, Lansing, Mich.; Chief Ray Tiller, Water- 





loo, Towa, new LA.F.C. President. 





They Were All Happy at the Fire Chiefs Convention, San Francisco 


Left to right—Left, Chiefs J. M. Duncan, Jr., Alexandria, Va.; Jesse Fisher, Annapolis, Md.; E 


Cannon, Norfolk, Va. Center, Chief Hendrix 


Palmer, Charlotte, N. C. (newly elected first vice-president I.A.F.C.) and Chief D. W. Brosnan, ‘Albany, Ga. Right, Chief Calvin M. Johnson, Knox- 
ville, Tenn.; Mrs. Walter Withers, Washington, D. C.; Mrs. A. B. Gregory, New York; Mrs. Johnson; Walter Withers. 

















Some of Those Who Enjoyed the San Francisco Convention 
Left to right—Left, Father John F. Coleman, Chaplain, Chicago Fire Patrol; Fire Patro! Chief James Keegan, Newark, N. J., who headed Eastern 


Regulars party. Center, Michigan delegates, Chief A. M. Jaeger, Ecorse; Chief Hugo R. Delfs, 
Detroit; Chief D. D. Post, Ferndale; Chief G. Anselm, Wyandotte; Chief F. 


Chief Hugh F. Morris, San Mateo, Cal., First Vice-Pres., Pacific Coast Assn. of Fire Chiefs. 


to transport in their tank trucks, There 
seems to be a great difference of opinion 
among the oil companies regarding the 
amount of gasoline which should be car- 
ried on city streets in company tank 
trucks 


Election of Officers 


Chief Ray Teller, of Waterloo, Iowa, 
was unanimously elected President for 
1939-1940; Chief W. H. Palmer, of Char- 
lotte, N. C., First Vice President, and 





Exhibit of the Gamewell Company at the I.A.F.C. Convention 


Lansing; Supt. of Equipment Ed. Rumsey, 


P. Higgins, Grand Rapids. Right, Chief Ralph J. Scott, Los Angeles; 


Chief W. Ralph Williams of Fresno, 
Second ’ Vice - President. Secretary- 
Treasurer Jas. J. Mulcahey was retained 
also by unanimous vote. 


Badge for Retiring President 


The retiring president was presented 
with a gold badge and a sheepskin, the 
latter having been done by Louis Price, 
“The Fireman Artist” of Nogales, Ari- 
zona. Artist Price burned into the sheep 
skin, with a ribbon as a background, the 
name of the retiring President and the 
emblem of the I. A. F. C. The American 
and Canadian flags were draped around 
the emblem which also included the five 
trumpets as well as the Golden Gate 
Exposition Seal, and names of the 
officers. The names of 200 delegates 
were also burned into the sheep skin. 
Artist Price worked on the sheep skin 
for four days, his studio being the lobby 
of the Civic Auditorium. 

Spokane, Washington was selected as 
the next year’s meeting place, 93 votes 
having been cast for Spokane and 84 
for Boston. 

Registrations showed that 317 chiefs 
attended the convention. 








for OCTOBER, 1939 


50! 





The Indians at Glacier Park Put on Their Best Feathers in Greeting the Eastern Regulars who 


Convention Tributes 


Jay W. Stevens Honored 


Probably no other man in the fire 
service has ever been honored as highly 
as was Jay Stevens at the Conference 
in San Francisco. The San Francisco 
Kiwanis Club staged a luncheon at 
which over a thousand were present in 
honor of Chief Stevens. At this luncheon, 
Mr. Aaron Frank, Donor of the Jay 
W. Stevens Disaster Service Unit of 
Portland, was introduced. All the speak- 
ers eulogized the work of Jay Stevens 
in the fire service and reviewed his 
career from the time he entered the fire 
fighting forces of the City of Portland, 
Ore., up to the present. While at the 
Convention, Chief Stevens was made 
Honorary Fire Marshal of the States of 
Oregon and Illinois. The Jay W. Stevens 
Disaster Service Unit was on display, 
and was christened after the Kiwanis 
Club. luncheon, by Mrs. Roy Mottesheard, 
wire of the President of the International 
Association. 


* * * 


Convention Recreation 


Chief Charles J. Brennan, San Fran- 
cisco, Convention Host, deserves com- 
mendation for the very fine entertain- 
ment secured and provided for the dele- 
gates. On Wednesday, the “Gamewell 
Night” was held at the Whitcomb Hotel, 
through courtesy of the Gamewell Com- 
pany. On Tuesday evening a very fine 
banquet was staged at the Palace Hotel. 
Friday, both day and evening, was spent 
at the Golden Gate International Exhibit 
where luncheon and supper were served. 
On Saturday afternoon, sightseeing was 
provided, while in the evening a very 
elaborate pageant was put on at the 
Civic Auditorium. The ladies had plenty 
of entertainment, too, including lunch- 
eons, sightseeing trips, exposition tour 
and boat trip. 

+ * * 


Gamewell Rendezvous 


As usual, the Gamewell Company, of 
Newton Upper Falls, Mass., and its 
President, Vincent C. Stanley, put on 
a most unique and highly entertaining 
feature at the conference. This year it 
consisted of an evening in a gambling 
“joint.” However, the “joint” was none 
other than the roof garden of the Whit- 
comb Hotel and each guest was fur- 
nished with over a million dollars in 
phoney currency. The evening was spent 
playing the various types of gambling 
games available and at the end of the 


Fire Chiefs Convention at San Francisco 


party, those having won the largest 
amounts of money, or having the largest 
amount left, were awarded attractive 
gifts. 

* * * 


Trailer for Chief Brennan 


Chief Brennan had often expressed the 
desire of getting into a trailer and travel- 
ing around the country when he had a 
little time away from his busy job as 
Chief of the San Francisco Fire Depart- 
ment. Word to this effect reached repre- 
sentatives of the Pacific Coast Associa- 
tion of Fire Chiefs, and on Thursday 
there appeared in the exhibit hall a very 
elaborate trailer, completely equipped, as 
the gift of that Association to Chief 
Brennan. 


a ae 


A Badge for Aaron Frank 


Aaron Frank, donor of the Jay W. 
Stevens Disaster Service Unit to the 





City of Portland, was presented with a 
diamond studded badge at the Kiwanis 
Club luncheon. The badge, shown here- 
with, contains sixty-three diamonds, each 
given by a friend of his in Portland. Mr. 
Frank, long a friend of the fire service, 
and particularly of Chief Stevens, had 
many fine things to say about the Asso- 
ciation, its membership, and particularly 
the Chief. 

When the Disaster Service Unit was 
originally presented to Portland over 
6,000 people were present in the Port- 
land Municipal Auditorium to pay tribute 
to Jay Stevens and to Mr. Frank, donor 
of the unit. Almost as many were 


Made a Brief Stop-Over on Their way to the 


turned away, after the building was 
filled. Over 2,000 telegrams of con- 
gratulations were also received. 


Northeast Nebraska Firemen 
Meet 


Stressing rural fire protection and fire 
prevention throughout the day’s activities, 
the Northeast Nebraska Firemens Asso- 
ciation held its most successful conven- 
tion in Ponca, on August 14. More than 
230 volunteer firemen represented thirty- 
six towns for the event. 

An address of welcome was given by 
Mayor H. W. Rakow, followed by a talk 
on “Rural Fire Protection,” by Horace 
M. Davis, State Field Marshal. 

The new officers are: Frank Mejstrik, 
Howells, President; Lester Ehlers, Scrib- 
ner, Vice-President; and Verner Fischer, 
Wakefield (re-elected), Secretary-Treas- 
urer. 

In the afternoon, the Ponca Fire De- 
partment demonstrated both old and new 
equipment. An early supper was _ fol- 
lowed by free boxing bouts. These bouts 
attracted a huge chowd. The day ended 
with a dance at the Ponca pavilion. 


Organizes First Aid Unit 

The Fire Department of Elmira, N. Y., 
is organizing a first-aid and life-saving 
unit to cope with the many accidents and 
drownings which occur each year. The 
plan is to place a first-aid unit in every 
station so that a response to a call may 
be made from any point in the city with- 
out loss of time. 














—Photo courtesy Bill Herries 
New York Fireboat Does War Patrol 


As thousands of onlookers were kept back by 
police from walking to the edge of docks at 
Fiftieth Street and North River recently, the 
Fireboat “James Duane” sailed slowly around 
the big liners, prepared to combat any attempts 


at sabotage. 
“Normandie,” 


The illustration above shows the 
a large French liner, being so 
protected. 
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Some of the Eleven Hundred Chiefs, Manufacturers’ Representatives and Guests Who Attended the Gan 


Registration San Francisco Convention—Active Members (Chiefs) 


Arizona 

Cochrane, Frank, Phoenix 
Hartin, Chas. R., Prescott 
Murphy, James J., Warren 
Wheelock, Gilbert H., Safford 


Arkansas 

Brun, M. J., Fort Smith 
Carmichael, Joe, Little Rock 
Smith, Frank H., El Dorado 


Colorado 

Downing, C. L., Grand Junction 
Healy, John F., Denver 
Taylor, F. A., Colorado Springs 


Connecticut 

Cavanaugh, Thos. F., Waterbury 
Galvin, J. Milton, Naugatuck 
Keena, Michael T., Hartford 
Noble, W. J., New Britain 


California 

Arens, Geo., Arbuckle 

Ahigren, Carl B., Albany 

Bailey, O. Z., Oakdale 

Briones, John, Martinez 

Bakerville, J. W., Red Bluff 
Benoit, B., Petaluma 

Branham, W. Creed, Monterey Park 
Breeden, Frank, Jr., Eureka 
Brennan, Chas. J., San Francisco 
Burnett, O. A., El Cerrito 
Baumgardner, Jack, Hawthorne 
Byrnes, F. A., Elmira 

Buss, Arthur E,. 
Chief), Escalon 
Cuff, Thos. F., Menlo Park 

Copley, C. C., San Marino 

Cackler, W. D., Hanford 

Crocker, F. W., Newport Beach 
Balboa 

Carter, L. R., Carpinteria 

Canfield, Lloyd B., Beverly Hills 

Clemo, Wm., Palo Alto 

Coop, E. F., Pasadena 

Cooper, W. P., Richmond 

Davis, R. R., Fullerton 

Dawley, Chas. E., Ventura 
Dallas, Barry J. (County Chief), 
Merced 

De Shiell, Geo., Fort Bragg 
Ewing, J. M., Trona 

Locarnini, Wm. (Ex.) El Verano 
Doty, G. G., Loomis 

Slocum, J. M., Huntington Park 
Dessin, W. J., Burlingame 
Dowd, . , ag 

Dunph .. Sacramento 


Enos, = 2 H., 2th Century Fox, 


Los Angeles 
Ensign, G. H., Montecito 
Eichelberger, John S., Berkeley 
Edwards, Lioyd C., Crockett 
Feil, Adolph, Signal Hill 
Glines, David F. (Ex-Chief) (South 
Gate), Sacramento. 
Greig, James D., Mare Island 
Griswold, J. C. (Kings Co. Fire 
Chief), Hanford 
Hazeman, Geo. W., Woodland 
Herald, Geo. (Ex-Chief), Los An 


geles 
Herrick, Ralph F. (Ex-Chief), Eu- 
reka 
Heringer, Howard, Rio Vista 
Johnson, Clyde C.. Kensington Pk 
Hagerty, Watsonville 
Tohnson, James W., Portola 
Johnson, Lee, Sanger 


Klaukens, H. T., Redding 


(County Fire 


Klaus, Wm. B. (Tidewater Assoc. 
Oil-Chief), Associated 

Kuehn, Wm. G., Culver City 

Knighton, W. S., Seal Beach 

Kreisa, C. F., Merced 

Laherran, Joseph, Santa Clara 

Lady, Geo. C. (Ex-Chief), Merced 

Long, Robt. P., Lemoore 

Lamb, Edw. (Ex-Chief), San Fran- 
cisco 

Lawson, 
1cw 

Leonesio, Wm., Palm Springs 

Lewis, E. W., Lynwood 

Lutkey, Wm. G., Oakland 

Luxembourger, John, Santa Ana 

Marcucci, Nello, San Anselmo 

May, Earl, Lodi 

Metcalf, C. E. (Chief Tulare Co.), 
Visalia 

Miller, John D., Davis 

Morris, Hugh F., San Mateo 

Moore, Harley, Ukiah 

Manzer, A. E., San Gabriel 

McMaster, J. E., Torrance 

Lane, Thomas M., Alameda 

Mohr, Wm. J., Santa Monica 

Nellis, J. M., Arcadia 

Neilson, W. E., Yosemite 

Noonan, D. J., Vallejo 

Parrish, John E., San Diego 

Pashote, Jos. E., Newark 

Peterson, Carl, Piedmont 

Pettingill, A. D. (Ex-Chief), Eu- 


reka 
Pifer, Phil C., Bakersfield 
Plummer, Chas., San Jose 
Reilly, W. E., Marysville 
Reeves, Earl B., Fontana 
Rhoades, Lloyd, Santa Rosa 
Richards, W. D., Seirra Madre 
Roberts, Bacil, Inglewood 
Ryan, Mark E., wood City 
Sullivan, H. C., Healdsburg 
Sargent, J. K., Huntington Beach 
Schleason, Edw., Emeryville 
Scott, R. J., Los Angeles 
Schumaker, E. C., Ross 
Shields, Raymond E., Gilroy 
Short, Sam (Ex-Chief), Oakland 
Small, D. R.. Weed 
Smith, Chas. E. (Ex-Chief), San 
Francisco 
Steinhauer, E. (Ex-Chief), Redding 
Stevens, Jay W. (Ex-Chief), San 
Francisco 
Stockholm, Verne, Dinuba 
Taylor, W. J., Riverside 
Tenney, C. L., Santa Barbara 
Terzich, M., Sonora 
Thompson, Ralph E., Stockton 
Topping, H. M., Sr., Whittier 
Van Sant, Vernon D., Dixon 
Vargus, A. W., Concord 
Ward, Thos. S. (Ex-Chief Red 
Bluff), Sacramento 
Welte, Al J., So. San Francisco 
White, E. L., Barstow 
Wiggins, L. J.. El Monte 
Wigren, Sam J., Montebello 
Williams, W. R., Fresno 
Williams, H. G., Visalia 
Wallace, Geo. E., Modesto 
Wood, J. R., Scotia 


Canada 


Macgregor, James, Edmonton, Al- 
berta 
Munroe, A., Victoria, B. C. 


Florida 
Dean, G., Orlando 


Clarence M., Mountain 


Dowling, W. Q., Jacksonville 
Chase, H. R., Miami 
Stephenson, J. S., Miami Beach 


Georgia 
Brosnan, D. W., Albany 
Styron, C. C., Atlanta 


Hawaii 

Blaisdell, W. W., Honolulu 
Idaho 

Boyd, J. C., Wallace 


Gill, D. R., Lewiston 

Goff, C. L, Preston 

Ott, Phillip C., Coeur d’Alene 
Smith, Carl, Moscow 

Westcott, Geo., Kellogg 


Illinois 

Blake, Thos. D., Rockford 

Corrigan, M. J., Chicago 

Cramer, Sam, Dixon 

Davis, Frank M., Danville 

Crotty, Earl E., Galesbury 
Hofstetter, A. N., Evanston 

Herring, Al, Murphysboro 

Houren, G. M., Winnetka 

Knol, Geo., Cicero 

Luedke, Albert, Freeport 

Lynch, Geo. E., St. Louis 
McAuliffe, Frank C. (Chief of Pa- 
trols), Chicago 

Nygren, John O., Joliet 

Platt, W., Decatur 

Simon, Geo., Quincy 

Schmidt, August, Rock Island 

Thrun, W. C., Batavia 


Indiana 

De Vleeschower, Chas., So. Bend 
Dinkel, Ralph _C., Terre Haute , 
Homann, E., La Porte 
Kennedy, Fred C., Indianapolis 
McGuire, Robt., Gary 


lowa 

Meany, Bernard, Ottumwa 
Kellogg, Geo. M., Sioux City 
Kelley, R. A., Davenport 
Slade, Chas. L., Des Moines 
Tiller, Ray, Waterloo 


Kansas 
Grider, O. L., Mission Acers 
Lind, Olander, Kansas City 


Kentucky 
Henry, C. J., Lexington 


Louisiana 

Baumgarten, Fred A., Lake Charles 
evans, John, New Orleans 

Flores, S. J., Shreveport 

Perres, Felix, Rayne 

Roddy, Frank J., Monroe 

Smith, E. G., Boyalusa 


Maryland 
Fisher, Jesse A., Annapolis 


Massachusetts 

Allen, Selden R., Brookline 
Dickinson, F. F., Brockton 
Gutheim, Herman E.. Cambridge 
Hurley, Patrick J., Holyoke 
Pope, S. J., Boston 

Root, Herbert C., Springfield 


Shea, Michael J., Fitchburg 
Tappen, Robt. M., Gardner 


Michigan 

Anselm, Gustav, Wyandotte 
Bender, F. W., qr Saginaw 
Chauvin, Ledger L., Grosse Pointe 
Delfs, Hugo R., Lansing 
Higgins, F. Grand Rapids 
Israel, Walter, Detroit 

Jaeger, A. M., Ecorse 
Mottesheard, R. E., Dearborn 
Post, Don D., Ferndale 


Minnesota 

Fisher, John A., Duluth 
Ginther, C. E., Rochester 
MacWhirter, J. H., Eveleth 
Peterson, o Hopkins 
Putnam, G., Winona 
Quist, N. = Virginia 
Traeger, Earl A., Minneapolis 
Turk, Louis, Chisholm 


Mississippi 
Partin, W. F. C., Meridian 


Missouri 

Gardner, Wm. H. (Chief of Patrol), 
Kansas City 

Hardwick, T. C., Kansas City 

O'Donnell, James T. (Ex-Chief of 
Patrol), St. Louis 

Urbanski, Leo J., St. Joseph 


Montana 

Baker, Art J., Lewiston 
Ishum, Harry Fort Peck 
Mack, Otho, Gardiner 

Steele, V. H., Billings 


Nebraska 
Olsen, A. W., Omaha 
Donnelly, T. W., Lincoln 


Nevada 

Anderson, G. E. (Ex-Chief), Las 
Vegas 

Case, H., Las Vegas 

Krenkel, F. C., Winnemucca 
Moody, L. W., Elko 

Olfers, Karl O., Lovelock 

Shaber, W. R., Sparks 

Twaddle, Geo. M., Reno 


New Jersey 

Beckert, E. G., West New York 

Brower, Raymond W., Red Bank 

Barbour, Myron (Ex-Chief), Long 
Branch 

Chamberlain, Albert, Hillside 

Callahan, Andrew T., Harrison 

Friedel, Chas., Jr., Union City. 

Hogan, Jos. G. . Bayonne 

Kenah, Wm. H., Elizabeth 

Keegan, ion. T. (Chief, Salvage 
Corps), Newark 

Kiernan, Peter, Newark 

Lasher, Geo. P., Edgewater 

O'Neill, Wm. F., Weehawken 

Jacques, Arthur c. ed Brunswick 

Matovsky, A., 

Presley, Oliver B. D tEx- Chief), Long 
Branch 

Ridley, K. V. (Ex-Chief), Teaneck 

Scott, Walter, Kearny 

Taggart. W. S., Asbury Park 
aitt, Harry, Long Branch 
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New York Guthrie 


Wallace, Leland J. (N. Y. Life Ins. Slemp, Chas. (Ex-Chief, Anadarko), 
> \ Oklahoma City 

McAlpine, G. R., Oklahoma City 

Reilly, F. R., 


. D.), New York 
Gieselman, Edw. W., Syracuse 
Gibson, John, Mt. Vernon 
Castimore, W. R., Buffalo 
Baker, Philip (Ex-Chief), Port Oregon 


Chester Adamson, Ted, Prineville 
Brennan, John J., Pelham Manor Carlon, Tom W., 
Mulcahey, J. J. (Ex-Chief), Yonkers Coates, Thos., Tillamook 

Grenfell, Edw., 


North Carolina Gilson, M. 
Palmer, W. H., Charlotte 


Hutton, Harry, 
Hayne, Don, Albany 


the Memorial Services at the Municipal Opera House. 


Tennessee 

Johnson, C. M., Knoxville 
Klinck, Irby, Memphis 
Scruggs, J. A., Nashville 


Texas 

Cooper, G. B., Amarillo 

Ferguson, S. (Ex-Chief), Ft. Worth 
Hart, C. P., San Antonio 

Killian, C. C., Ft. Worth 
O’Conor, S. D., Beaumont 

Schlink, H. J., Texarkana 


McLaughen, Geo. F., Gastonia Nasheum 
Fitzgerald, J. C., Asheville Scene * Bee ae’ 
Shuford, D. E., ‘Hickory Pearson, Ivan L., McMinnville Utah 


North Dakota 


Caulfield, P. J., Piqua 


Tallman, Percy E., Corvallis 


Pennsylvania 
F. L. Campion, Fargo Davis, Ross B., 


Ohio Rhode Island 


Cotter. Thos. H., Providence 


Philadelphia 


Canning, L. C., Midvale 

Clay, John W. (Salt Lake County 
Chief), Murray 

Knight, W. S., Salt Lake City 

Poole, Thos. H. (Chief D. & R. G. 
W. RR), Salt Lake City 

Rapp, C. W., Logan 


Washington 

Brooks, Wm. G. (Ex-Chief), Spo- 
kane . 

Croce, W. A., Ex-Fire Marshal, 
Spokane 

Huycke, O. M., Camas 

Du Paul, P. E., Vancouver 
Payne, Wm. P., Spokane 

Treese, E. J., Raymond 
Burgunder, L. L., Colfax 
Dullahant, Clarence (Ex-Chief), 
Renton 

Whitaker, Emory, Tacoma 
Wolverton, C. A., Port Angeles 
Yett, Ernest, Bremerton 


West Virginia 
Doolittle, Ralph F., Fairmont 


Wisconsin 


Granger, Jas. E., Cleveland 
Harris, C. E., Akron Cote, A 
Houston, Barney J., Cincinnati 


Oklahoma 


South Dakota 
Jackson, Henry J. (Ex-Chief), Hunt, Carl E., Sioux Falls 


Callahan, Frank J., Central Falls 

J., Woonsocket 

Ic Lawton, Jos. S., Newport Virginia 
King, Harry A., E. Cleveland Taupier, N., Pawtucket Cannon, Edw. J., Norfolk 
Duncan, Jas. M., Jr., Alexandria 


Bryant, Edwin, West Allis 
Smith, Lawrence E., Eau Claire 
Sweeney, J. T., Superior 
Steinkellner, Peter, Milwaukee 


(The list of associate and honorary 


Foster, Roscoe A., Navy Yard— members will be published in the 


Portsmouth 


next issue.) 











Wallace J. Childs Dead 
Death came Wednesday, September 
27 to Wallace J. Childs, Strathmont 
Park, Elmira, N. Y., President of the 
American - LaFrance - Foamite Corpora- 
tion. He was sixty-four. 





The Late Wallace J. Childs 


Mr. Childs had been in poor health for 
more than a year and during the past 
several weeks had shown physical 
failure. He was taken seriously ill in 
his office on the afternoon preceding his 
death and was removed to his home in 
a slightly paralyzed condition and at- 
tended by his physician. He showed im- 
provement during the evening and his 
condition was not regarded as critical. 

When Mr. Childs retired for the night 
he was in his usual good spirits. About 
7:30 o’clock Wednesday morning when 


Mrs. Childs arose she noticed Mr. Childs 
was not in his room and believed he was 
dressing. Noticing a light in the bath- 
room adjoining his room, Mrs. Childs 
opened the door to find the lifeless body 
of her husband on the floor. 

His death is a distinct shock to his 
many personal and business friends 
throughout the fire apparatus industry. 

Born in Utica Oct. 5, 1875, Mr. Childs 
attended Utica schools and was gradu- 
ated from the College of Engineering, 
Cornell University, in 1901. 

After graduation from Cornell Mr. 
Childs was employed for several years 
by the Bethlehem Steel Corporation. 

Mr. Childs’ father, Orlando J. Childs, 
was a manufacturer of fire extinguishers 
in Utica. On the death of his father, 
Mr. Childs returned to Utica and became 
head of the concern. Under his direc- 
tion the business rapidly expanded from 
a score of employees until 350 were on 
the payroll. 

The O. J. Childs Company made ex- 
tinguishers for the Foamite Company 
of New York City and through the 
efforts of Mr. Childs a merger was ef- 
fected of his organization and his largest 
customer to form the Foamite Childs 
Corporation. In 1927 the Foamite Childs 
Corporation and the American-LaFrance 
Fire Engine Company were consolidated 
to form the American-LaFrance and 
Foamite Corporation. Mr. Childs was 
made Vice-President of the new organ- 
ization. 

He maintained his office in New York 
City until he became President of the 
American-LaFrance and Foamite Cor- 


poration in 1934, when he moved to 
Elmira, N. Y., to actively direct the 
affairs of the company. 

The funeral services were held at El- 
mira with burial at Utica, New York. 





Annual Conference of 
Pacific Chiefs 


The Pacific Coast Association of Fire 
Chiefs met in the Civic Auditorium, San 
Francisco, Cal., September 18-19, two 
days preceding the International Asso- 
ciation of Fire Chiefs Confefence. The 
program included a number of speak- 
ers who had chosen for their topics, 
current problems and ideas associated 
with fire protection and _ prevention. 
Among them were: 


Monday, September 18 


Drill Evolutions—held by the San Fran- 
cisco Fire Department Drill Team un- 
der direction of Captain Willis E. 
Jallatin, Drillmaster, Chief Hugh Mor- 
ris, Chairman, Drill Evolutions Com- 
mittee. Drill Tower, Eleventh and 
Bryant Streets. 

“Fire Streams and Nozzles’’—An illus- 
trated study by John Colton, Engineer, 
Board of Fire Underwriters of the 
Pacific. 

“Fire Prevention Is Fundamental’’—by 
eit, Manager W. B. Hogan, Stockton. 
‘alif. 

“Importance of Closing Vertical Open- 
ings’—by Chief Edward Grenfell. 
Portland, Ore. 

“Solving a Series of Firebug Fires’”— 
by Chief Wm. Fitzgerald, Seattle, 


Wash. 
(Continued on page 511) 









¥ 


SS NOTE—Readers are invited to send in questions, 
= which will be answered in the order received. Names 
are omitted from questions unless otherwise specified 


uestions - Answer. 


FIRE ENGINEERING 





+ 





Uniform Stripes 


To the Editor: 


In ordering a uniform, can a full 
time fireman consider six years pre- 
vious service as a volunteer and three 
years as a full time fireman as a total 
of nine years’ service, when ordering 
stripes ? F. A. 

Answer: dt seems logical that credit 
should be given a fireman for the period 
of volunteer service, when providing 
service stripes for his uniform. There- 
fore, a total of nine years of service has 
been earned where a volunteer fireman 
has served six years as a volunteer, fol- 
lowed by three years as a full time fire- 
man. 


Use of 3-Way Gun at Church Fire 


To the Editor: 

I would like some additional in- 
formation on an article appearing in 
the April issue of Frre ENGINEERING 
under “Fire Facts”. The article in 
question concerns the use of a three- 
way gun in extinguishing a fire in a 
church loft in Springfield, Mass. 

I would like information on the 
following: The structure of the 
church; length of time the gun was 
used; extent of the fire; extent of 
both fire and water damage; amount 
of water used or length of lines used. 

W.H. S. 


Answer: The following information 
was supplied by Chief H. C. Root, 
Springfield, Mass.: 

“This was a brick church with a wood 
interior, built about 1808, with a large 
brick and wood rear for Sunday School 
purposes and a large chapel east of the 
rear, with class rooms on the second 
and third floors over it. On the westerly 
side of the church building, between the 
main auditorium and the rear section, 
occupied as a gymnasium in the base- 
ment and Sunday School overhead, was 
an open stairway from the basement to 
the third floor, with scuttle holes ex- 
tending into the top loft and the top of 
the organ loft. The top loft over this 
stairway and the organ loft, also the 
blind attic from the main auditorium, 
were entirely of wood construction, with 
wire lath and plaster ceiling over the 
main auditorium. 

The fire started in the basement at 
doorway entering the gymnasium at the 
foot of this open stairway. The stair- 
way was fully involved and the fire was 
gaining a hold in the top loft, on the 
arrival of the department. The fire was 
immediately attacked in the stairway, 
while the second alarm apparatus cov- 
ered the chapel, and the third alarm ap- 
paratus was used to ventilate the audi- 


torium, to allow setting a three-way gun 
in the aisle just in front of the balcony. 
The gun was fed by three lines and had 
a tip pressure of between 90 and 100 
pounds. The operation of this gun 
knocked the plaster off and apparently 
pushed enough vapor through the wire 
lath to smother the fire in the blind at- 
tic. The gun was operated about 45 
minutes. Water was about six inches 
deep in the basement, as the gun was 
the only heavy stream operated on the 
fire. The loss paid on the building and 
contents was approximately $83,000, on 
an estimated value of a quarter of a 
million. 

The average length of line used in the 
deluge gun was 400 feet; two lines from 
one pump, and the third line from a 
second pump. The maximum pressure 
on pumps was 200 pounds, with 13%- 
inch tip on gun.” 


Right of Way 
To the Editor: 


_ Which piece of apparatus has the 
right of way, a U. S. Mail truck or 
a fire engine? R. B. 

Answer: United States Mail trucks 
have the right of way over fire appara- 
tus. It is based upon the make-up of 
our National Government, where the 
Federal Government is supreme over 
the State. 

However, most mail trucks will give 
fire apparatus the right of way, because 
of the urgent nature of the work per- 
formed by fire engines. 


Carbon Monoxide Exposure 
To the Editor: 


I am undertaking a little research 
work on carbon monoxide and I 
should appreciate any information you 
have with regards to its cause, effects, 
and precautions to take to prevent 
being overcome with the gas. 

R. F. R. 

Answer: Carbon monoxide is a color- 


less, tasteless, inflammable gas with a 
peculiar, faint smell, not always de- 


tectible. It is always formed by incom- _ 


plete combustion of carbonaceous ma- 
terial. It is extremely poisonous when 
inhaled, attacking the blood and causing 
headache, giddiness and weakness in the 
legs. It is slightly lighter than air in 
its pure state, though it is rarely en- 
countered in this form. It forms an ex- 
plosive mixture with air. It is sparingly 
soluble in water. i 
_Carbon monoxide occurs in commer- 
cial heating gases (up to 45-48 per cent 
CO), for example, in water gas (a mix- 
ture of hydrogen and carbon monoxide), 
in producer gas and coal gas. It is a 


constituent of the exhaust gases from 
automobile engines and occurs in sooty 
chimneys and at fires where an insuffi- 
cient supply of air is available. It is 
practically always one of the decom- 
position products of explosions of coal 
gas or hydrocarbon and air mixtures. 

The best protection against carbon 
monoxide poisoning is thorough ventila- 
tion of any building in which men are 
to enter, and which are suspected of con- 
taining carbon monoxide. To avoid ex- 
plosion, no naked lights of any form 
should be used. Proper gas masks pro- 
vide effective protection. 

First aid measures include: Get the 
patient out of the carbon monoxide at- 
mosphere; give a carbon-dioxide-oxygen 
mixture at once, with manual help to 
respiration, if necessary. Beware of re- 
covery which produces excitement dur- 
ing which collapse may occur. Never 
let a man who has shown excitement 
stage return to work until examined. 
Avoid all exertion during recovery. 


Pressure vs. Quantity 


To the Editor: 


A question has come up for debate 
with regard to the relative value of 
pressure and water as a fire extin- 
guisher. 

A said that pressure has more ex- 
tinguishing value than water. 

B contradicts this statement and 
contends that water has the greater 
value. 

C said that the only value the pres- 
sure has is to deliver the water under 
pressure to the base of the nozzle and 
that if the same volume of water could 
be applied to the fire without pressure, 
it would have the same extinguishing 
value. 

D is of the opinion that if it were 
possible to apply pressure without the 
water, it would have the same effect 
as water would have on the fire. 

The point to decide is which has 
the greater fire extinguishing value. 
Could one survive without the other ? 
Does the pressure lose its value as a 
fire extinguishing agent when the 
water leaves the nozzle? Knowing 
that pressure is necessary to deliver 
the water to the fire, does the pressure 
actually knock the fire out, or must 
it depend upon the cooling qualities 
of the water? J.C.M. 


Answer: Water is the principal agent 
used in extinguishing fire. The function 
of applying water to*a fire is to provide 
a cooling agent which will reduce the 
temperature of the combustible fuel to 
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His Majesty the TRAFFIK-KING! 


The combination SIREN and 
OSCILLATING LIGHT 


The crown of leadership has passed from the C-5 
to the C-6, the King of Traffik-Kings. It has all the 
tone and volume of the C-5; all its current econ- 
omy; its ability to coast for 2 minutes; and other 
superb features that kept the C-5 the leader. In 
addition, the C-6 has an oscillating light, swinging 
a brilliant beam from curb to curb, seeking to warn, 
for blocks ahead, the unwary or unheeding motorist 
or pedestrian. 





Three powerful models 





Model C-6 


The light and mechanism is completely housed 
within the siren. The light has no external moving 
parts to jam or freeze. 


The light may be operated independently of the 
t siren. The C-6 can be furnished with or without 
ar electric brake. Red or green lens optional. A com- 
ct combination f i ion! 
SPECIFICATIONS: pact combination for maximum protection 


Model C-6—Finish chrome. Voltage 6 or 12 (specify definite | Specify the Federal C-6 Traffik-King siren on your 
voltage on order). Dimensions 16%" long, 12" high. Net weight new apparatus. Allow no substitutions. It has no 





27 lbs. Complete with switches and cables. equal. Write for Bulletin No. 64 today. 
FEDERAL ELECTRIC COQO., we 
8702 South State Street Chicago, Il. 














5 REASONS 


ALUMINUM 
for " appens 


Fire Marshal Cawker’s new quadruple combination fire truck. Topeka Says Fire Marshal Cawker 
(Kansas) Fire Department. Carries 202 feet of ALUMINUM LADDERS. ot Topeka, Kansas 


THE FIRST COST IS THE LAST COST 


Fire Marshal Cawker's signed statement is but 
one of many on file from leading fire chiefs who 


have actually tested our ALUMINUM LADDERS 


LIGHT WEIGHT 
EASE OF HANDLING 
RESISTANCE TO HEAT 


VP wN = 


and who gladly endorse them. Our ALUMINUM STRENGTH 
LADDERS are the lightest on the market, cost . REQUIRE NO REFINISHING 
less than other ladders made of aluminum, and 

Fire Marshal Wm. J. Cawker continues, ". . . our 


meet the strictest safety requirements both for 
strength and durability. Available in all types, 
including 3-section ladders. When ordering new 
trucks or replacement ladders, specify the orig- 


. M LADDER. Remember—Th 
inal ALUMINU emember—The i ae ee fe 


experience has shown that the aluminum ladder can 
be handled very easily with half, or even less, the 


manpower [formerly] required. . . . 





FIRST Cost is the LAST Cost. 








~ ana: 
OM patty — ___ 20 ADAMS STREET 


TARENTUM, PA. 
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Fig. 950 
Moto - Ray 







How To 
REACH FIRES 


AND EXTINGUISH THEM 


lt may seem nervy of us to run such a 
headline, but it tells just what Buckeye fire- 
fighting equipment really does. 


Buckeye Warning Signals clear even the 
heaviest traffic for you by night or day. 
Buckeye Exhaust Whistles sound above the 
traffic's roar. ROTO-RAYS have three 
Fig. 937 powerful revolving red lights. MOTO-RAYS 


Heavy Duty sweep danger out of the way with their 
Exhaust Whistle red beam. 





Fig. 900 


There is a complete line of Shut-off 2/9" Shut-off Nozzle 


Nozzles that WILL NOT LEAK. The 
Single Hydrant Gate Valve gives long life 
and stands the strain of quick opening 
and quick closing. 








BUCKEYE IRON & BRASS WORKS 
324 East Third Street - Dayton, Ohio 


Fig. 930 ; 
Junior type Roto-Ray Fig. 924 { 
Fig. 946 Single Hydrant 


Shut off Nozzles-Roto-Rays -Whistles Gate Valve 

















NOW STANDARD WITH MANY PROGRESSIVE FIRE DEPARTMENTS 


The primary function of a fireman's helmet is to protect... and the M.S.A. 
Fireman's Helmet gives you plenty of protection! Its one-piece laminated 
bakelite shell resists the impact of blows, falls and bumps; is unaffected by 
water, chemicals, oil or perspiration and is insulated against electric shock. 
That's safety! The comfort story of this popular Helmet is told as soon ‘as 
it’s placed on the head. Easy-fitting, lightweight, correctly balanced, with 

1914 flexible leather sweatband and adjustable inner hammock, the smart-as-a- 
25 Years whip M.S.A.Fireman’s Helmet has every feature today’s firefighters prefer. 
of Safety Available in gleaming black or officers’ white, with removable zippered 
Progress ear lugs; quick-adjusting chinstrap simplifies wearing helmet over gas mask. 

1939 
MINE SAFETY APPLIANCES COMPANY 

Braddock, Thomas and Meade Streets, Pittsburgh, Pa. 
District Representatives in Principal Cities 

















Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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below the point where it will support 
combustion. Water may also have some 
extinguishing effect as a smothering 
agent, if applied as a blanket of fine 
spray settling down over the seat of the 
fire. However, in order for water to 
have this cooling effect on the fire, it 
must be possible to apply it directly at 
the seat of the fire. Since most fires are 
too hot to permit the person manipulat- 
ing the nozzle to approach close to the 
fire, the water is applied from a nozzle 
some distance from the fire. In order 
for the hose stream to reach the fire, 
the water emerging from the nozzle 
must be traveling with some speed or 
velocity. Within certain limits, the 
greater the velocity of the stream, the 
greater the distance it will travel as a 
comparatively solid mass, or, as it is 
said, the greater the reach or penetration 
of the stream. The effective pressure at 
the nozzle is what determines the veloc- 
ity of the stream at that point from a 
nozzle tip of any given size. Therefore, 
the only practical function of pressure at 
the hydrant or pump is to force the 
water through the hose line, overcoming 
the friction loss in the hose, and have 
sufficient pressure remaining at the noz- 
zle to create velocity in the water great 
enough to reach the seat of the fire with 
the stream. 

To all practical purposes the water is 
what extinguishes the fire, and the pres- 
sure is needed only to make it possible 
to place that water where it is wanted. 
Pressure in itself has no extinguishing 
value. As a matter of fact, there is no 
such thing as pressure, except in connec- 
tion with some other substance such as 
pressure of water, of air, of gas, etc. The 
term pressure is simply a term of mea- 
surement, the same as are also inch, 
mile, pound or bushel. As an example, 
you. may be able to extinguish a fire 
with five gallons of water, but you can- 
not extinguish the fire with just fifty 
pounds pressure. 

In the discussion above, answer C is 
the more nearly correct, based upon the 
explanation that is given in the answer 
to this question. 





Correction 


On page 463 of the September issue 
are given the new officers for the Michi- 
gan State Firemen’s Association. The 
association should be the “Michigan 
State Fire Chiefs’ Association.” 

On page 467, the new pumper should 
have been credited to Franklin, Va. 

The canning plant fire described on 
page 365 of the August issue occurred 
at South Superior, Wis. 





Five-Alarm Fire Sweeps Store 


A five-alarm fire in Detroit, Mich., re- 
quiring nearly forty pieces of fire 
apparatus, resulted in a fire loss of about 
$250,000. 

The fire apparently started in a four- 
story brick building, occupied by a paper 
company, and the flames spread rapidly 
to other adjacent buildings. The fire- 
men were hampered by dense smoke as 
they fought the blaze from the roofs of 
neighboring buildings. Many firemen 
narrowly escaped when the front of the 
building, occupied by the paper com- 
pany, collapsed and crashed to the street. 
After a little over three hours of fight- 
ing, the department had the blaze under 
control. 




















By William Paul Babcock 


“As Goes Maine, So Goes the Nation" 


I nasmucu @s this will be read at 
a time when many, if not most of us will 
be mulling over election matters, I 
thought the heading appropriate since 
my first bit of news comes from “Vaca- 
tion Land.” 

I had occasion to spend a few hours 
(oh very few, regrettably) at my favor- 
ite playground, Ogunquit, Me. (with, of 
course, side trips down to York Beach 
to dine at Libby’s Camp, and I was sur- 
prised at finding “Howard Johnson” 
selling “Home Made Ice Cream” up 
there instead of fire equipment in the 
Hudson Valley) and enroute spent a 
most enjoyable evening in the quarters 
of Engine 6, Portland. 

1 went there after an eight years’ 
absence, primarily to renew my acquaint- 
ance with Lieut. “Zeke” Moses, but 
learned with regret that he had been 
carried West during my absence. How- 
ever, I met Capt. Thomas S. Murdoch, 
who is instructor in the departmental 
training school and who confesses to be 
an inveterate reader of this blurb. 

I was not surprised to find him well 
versed in salvage work. He gave me a 
couple of very good and practical. point- 
ers, chief among which was how to con- 
serve the use of covers in a city which 
has not found use for too many and 
therefore is not overstocked with them. 

Of course, conservation of supply is 
good practise anyway. But Capt. Mur- 
doch would never think of spreading a 
cover for a small hole in roof of ceiling, 
unless he did not have a spare rubber 
coat or helmet that could safely be used 
to catch a very small drip. 

Now that is what I call using the “Ole 
Gray Matter,” and serves to confirm 
what we all know, and what I have tried 
so hard to emphasize, that before you 
can be a good salvage man, you first have 
to be a good fireman, and today the ma- 
jority of the profession are, I believe, 
agreed that before one can be a good 
fireman he must have “It” upstairs and 
must be able to put it on paper as well 
as through his fists. 

Capt. Murdoch also gave me a very 
helpful hint in handling hose over roofs, 
etc., but this is out of my line, so I’m 
passing it on to another department of 
this journal. 

I regret exceedingly that I had not 
time to call on more officers on my first 
New England trip, but the fact is this 
was a combination business and vacation 
trip and I had only a week to get from 
Nyack to Maine, via Lancaster, N. H., 
and back home again via Boston, Wor- 
cester and Hartford—and my business 
had nothing to do with firemanics. 

I expect to make another trip Daouwn 
East soon and maybe I’ll have more 
spare time, I hope, I hope. 
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Well, well, I’m beginning to get the 
breaks. 

I mean that after all these yars and 
yars it’s getting so every now and then 
somebody gets generous and sends in a 
contribution. 

Many thanks to T. G. Stillman who 
apparently has also been northward 
bound and tells of the excellent salvage 
preparations at St. Johns, New Bruns- 
wick. 

They maintain two salvage crews, who 
also police fire lines (boy, does that take 
me back a few years—that’s how the 
Nyack Patrol started, as fire police, be- 
fore we ever heard of covers). These 
Canadians are purely volunteer and sepa- 
rate from the Fire Department in per- 
sonnel and administration, although their 
apparatus and equipment are kept in fire 
houses. (Now ain’t that sumtn! C-opera- 
tion, thy name is Legion!) 

It happens that the present Chief of 
the fire department is a former Captain 
of the Salvage Corps, which is, one 
might say, the exception proving the 
rule, anent my just previous remarks 
about being a good salvage man. 

There are one hundred members (all 
workers?) 

The full name of the outfit is “Salvage 
Corps and Fire Police.” 

Nice going. 

ok * 

The world do move, they say, and 
these youngsters are sure pushing ahead, 
and fast, what I mean. For it seems 
only a couple of years ago I used to sit 
in Capt. Sid Johnston’s office at 41 Mur- 
ray Street, “under the el” and enjoy the 
so-friendly and fine conversation with 
the then Battalion Chief John J. Davin. 
Now he has retired with the rank of 
Deputy-in-Charge of the Boroughs of 
Brooklyn and Queens (this is New York 
City, of course). As I last saw him he 
was in the pink of physical condition and 
should live many years to enjoy the rest 
and relaxation which he has so well 


earned. 
oe ok * 


Did I say something about “youth” or 
“age”? 

Har, har, har! 

As the proverbial Uncle Josh would 
say, “There hain’t no sech animil.” 

Anybody who knows Chief James 
O’Neill of Weehawken, N. J., knows 
he’s no callow youth, yet when a younger 
man threatened to “do the act” by jump- 
ing off a cliff opposite his headquarters, 
the virile Chief did a flying.tackle and 
landed his fish (poor fish!). 

Knowing the Chief as well as I do, I 
have no doubt he acquired his football 
prowess through his constant practise in 
throwing SALVAGE COVERS. 





Chief Herring in Service 
41 Years 


Chief Albert Herring of Murphysboro, 
Ill., observed his forty-first anniversary 
in the fire service. After the Murphys- 
boro tornado, he inaugurated the Egypt- 
ian Fire-fighters Association to provide 
mutual aid for departments. This plan 
has since proven its worth. 

Besides his busy work in the fire serv- 
ice, he finds time to serve on local relief 
work; as Vice-President of the Park 
Commission; Supervisor of Cemeteries, 
member of the St. Andrew’s hospital 
staff, and just now he is planning win- 
ter quarters. for the park zoo monkeys. 








Our inquiring reporter overhauls the firemanic news of the day 





$100 For Murderer of Fire Dog 

Not since the killing and robbing of a 
firehouse messenger has the N. Y. F. D. 
been so upset as it was over the sense- 
less slaughter of Engine Co. 283’s pet 
Dalmatian, “Clown.” Dog was stabbed 
with an ice pick, then tossed from roof 
of three-story apartment adjoining fire 
house at 214 Bristol Street, Brooklyn. 
Officers and men of company pledge 
themselves to find killer, offered reward 
of $100 for arrest and conviction of re- 
sponsible person. 


Horsemen or Hosemen—Which? 


Newshawk N. V. Cooper, Port Rich- 
mond (N. Y.) eagle-eyeing the papers 
caught a queer one. Item was headed 
“Graduates Lead Firemen” and was in 
N. Y. Post, April 24. It read: “Berke- 
ley, Cal. (UP).—The advantage of a 
university education in getting employ- 
ment have been demonstrated here. Out 
of three vacancies on the Fire Depart- 
ment for horsemen, two were given to 
university graduates.” The old reporter 
musta been thinking of the good old 
days of Dobbin, or does Berkeley still 
use the nags? 


Another "Ripley?" 


An Augusta (Me.) contrib’ sends us 
story about Joseph Rony of that city, 
who, when he opened the barn door one 
morning, found only the charred ruins of 
a roadster which had been driven in 
night before. What was Ripleyesque 
about it was fact that tons of hay in the 
mows were untouched by the flames, 
despite the straw and chaff scattered on 
the floor near the car. Now you tell one! 


All in Day's Work 


Firemen of H. & L. No. 2, N. Y. F. D., 
were summoned to Belmont Plaza Hotel, 
that city, to find crowd of about 2,000 
excited persons begging a man not to 
jump—man being sprawled on ledge at 
15th floor. Breaking in bedroom door 
with axes, Braves yanked man, identified 
as Charles M. Davidson 36, into room, 
summoned house doctor, but man died 
a few minutes later. Seems he had ap- 
parently suffered heart attack while 
opening window, slumped forward out on 
to ledge in imminent danger of falling. 


"Listen—the Wind!" 


On the day a New Yorker’s mother- 
in-law arrived from England on her first 
visit to the “States” a top-drawer storm 
blew up. There was a big fire in Green- 
wich Village where the New Yorker had 
parked his relative. Sirens screamed all 
over the neighborhood. Next morning 
the host asked his mother-in-law if she 
slept well through her first night on 
these shores. 


“I did,” she answered, “up to and 
after a certain point. But I never heard 
the wind shriek so in England as it did 
here last night. It must be your tall 
buildings.” Son-in-law never told her 
about the fire. 


Line Busy! 


Out in Lorain (O.), ‘cording to 
newscout 10, Mary Spahia no longer en- 
joys the humor of the story of Nero 
fiddling while Rome burned. When a 
shed caught fire, she ran to a neigh- 
bor’s telephone to sound alarm and 
found the party line busy. Although 
she pleaded it was a fire call, the phone- 
fiddlers refused to hang up and the 
shed burned by the time firemen, sum- 
moned by another neighbor, arrived. 


"Safe" Fireworks 


In Spokane (Wash.) glowing “spark- 
lers”—supposedly “fire-safe” ignited the 
gauze dancing costumes of five of 121 
girl dancers celebrating 50th Anni- 
versary of Washington statehood. Dance 
had just begun when Sally Lacy 13, was 
wrapped in fire. She screamed and ran 
across the stage where a youth caught 
her and extinguished flames. The dance 
was resumed but in spite of the accident, 
other girls were permitted to continue 
carrying sparklers and one after another 
four more were soon rolling on the 
ground, their costumes ablaze. Three 
youths were burned in aiding the girls. 
Sally Lacy died later. Hot sparkler 
heads (not “fire-safe”) did the trick. 


Braves Called to Set Fire 


According to news sent by Timothy 
G. Stillman, Dedham (Mass.), firemen 
of Newton Center (Mass.) reversed 
their practice when they were called by 
Mrs. Edward W. Breau, an invalid, to 
come and build a fire in the stove. Noth- 
ing daunted, fireman Willard White was 
dispatched to do the job—and did. 


“Nine and Nine Lives" Saved 


According to our Philadelphia news- 
hawk, firemen of that city chopped their 
way into a blazing house when they 
heard cries they feared were those of 
a child. Fast work with axe, pike and 
claw tool uncovered “Midnight” a cat 
meowing beside her brood of week-old 
kittens. Braves rescued her family— 
then doused fire. 


“With LOTIONS of Love——" 


Next time Otto Miller, 32, of Lodi 
(N. J.), washes his hands with liquid 
cleanser he’ll look at the label on the 
container. He scrubbed his hands in 
solution, took a cigar from his pocket 
and began to light it when the liquid 
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“lotion” flamed up. He went to Hack- 
ensack hospital. 

More serious was case of V. D. Carlin, 
Galion (O.), who, our correspondent 
states, died as result of burns received 
when naptha, in which he was washing 
his hands exploded. 

There’s one born every minute! 





Ex-Chief James Smart Dead 


James Smart, Chief of the Calgary, 
Alberta, Fire Department for thirty-five 
years, and a member for forty-eight 
years, died at his home at the age of 
seventy-four. 

He was born near Dundee, Scotland, 
on July 12, 1865, and came to Calgary 
when eighteen years old. 

He joined the fire service in 1885 as 
a volunteer fireman and he was one of 
the few volunteers selected when the 
department was made a paid one. In 
1898 he was elected Chief and he served 
in that position until he retired in 1933. 

Chief Smart is survived by a daughter, 
two sisters, and one brother. 





Fire Bell Rests in Cemetery 


The huge 1,700-pound bell, which for 
a quartery of a century called firemen of 
Charlotte, N. C., to battle with flames, 
today is mounted on a pedestal in Elm- 
wood Cemetery, a memorial to the 
Queen City’s fire fighters, and to toll 
requiems when firemen cross the river 
to rest in the shade of the trees. Chief 
Hendrix Palmer, who gave the historic 
old bell for this purpose, says he is glad 
that, since its installation in the ceme- 
tery in 1937, there has not been oc- 
casion to toll it for the passing of a 
comrade. 

Older citizens in Charlotte, as well as 
other cities throughout the country, re- 
member the “ancient” alarm bells that 
called firemen to action in the ’80’s and 
the ’90’s. None has a more interesting 
history than the firebell that all who 
visit beautiful Elmwood, Charlotte’s 
“City of the Dead,” view with so much 
curiosity. When Charlotte changed to a 
modern fire alarm system the bell was 
used as a “trade-in,” but the company 
installitg the new apparatus gave it to 
Chief Hendrix Palmer. Chief Palmer 
suggested placing the bell as a memorial 
in Elmwood, stating that it could be 
used to ring farewells for departing 
brothers. It was accepted by Charlotte 
municipal officials and mounted on a 
pedestal in the “City of the Dead.” At 
the time Chief Palmer gave the bell for 
this purpose, he had had it in his pos- 
session ten years or more. 

The bell originally was placed in a 
tower in the rear of the old courthouse 
in Charlotte in the year 1887. This 
courthouse stood on the site of the pres- 
ent Selwyn Hotel, corner of West Trade 
and Church Streets. In 1906, it was 
moved to the rear of the city hall on 
North Tryon Street and placed in a 
belfry on the roof of the Police Depart- 
ment. In 1914, the building was re- 
modeled and the bell removed to the 
tower of the city hall. The last time 
the bell was rung with old-time vigor 
and “tumult” was on the occasion of the 
visit of President Woodrow Wilson, 
America’s war-time chief, when he came 
to Charlotte for the celebration of the 
Mecklenburg Declaration of Indepen- 
dence on May 20, 1916. 

D. G. Spencer. 
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KEROTEST 
EMERGENCY 
CUTTING EQUIPMENT 








You can get at the source of a fire in a fraction of the time 
ordinarily required with the aid of this compact and com- 
pletely self-contained Kerotest acetylene cutting apparatus. 
Worn like a vest, it enables a fireman to quickly and 
efficiently cut steel shutters, cellar doors, etc., in a fraction 
of the time ordinarily required. Investigate its remarkable 
advantages. Send for descriptive Bulletin. 


KEROTEST MANUFACTURING COMPANY 


PITTSBURGH, PA. 
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“BEST IN 40 YEARS 
OF FIRE-FIGHTING" 


We use INDIAN FIRE PUMPS 
with great effectiveness on many kinds 
of fires. I have put out 500 ft. of ES 
grass fire with one tank of clear \R 
water. After 40 years of fire fighting 
I can say I never saw such a valuable 
all ’round piece of equipment. 

George W. Smith, 

Wakefield, R. 1., Fire Dept. 
Here’s the way veterans talk about 
the wide adaptability of INDIANS. 
Many kinds of fires can be quickly 
and completely extinguished with 
these great fire fighters without laying 
a single section of hose. 


SAVES TIME AND MONEY 
Kept filled with only clear water, iN 












INDIANS are always ready. Simply 
sling on the back. Easy working of 
pump throws powerful 50 ft. stream 
in any direction. 


MOHAWK 
ADJUSTABLE 
NOZZLE 


Instantly adjusted for 
large, broad fog mist 
spray, coarse spray, 
long distance spray or 
stream. Removable cap 
for cleaning. Solid 
brass, 3 inches long. 
Especially valuable for 
fire department use. 


Send for Catalog 
and Prices 
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Small 


communities 


choose 


HORNI COMPOSITROL 


Across America, Communities with 
less than 300 alarms annually are 
turning to the Horni Type “C” Com- 
positrol for modern, minute-saving 
fire alarm protection at low cost. 


Engineered by Horni, this Graybar- 
distributed unit is factory wired and 
permits an unattended Central Sta- 
tion with outside audible alarm. It is 
available in both a straight metallic 
and a ground system. If desired, tele- 
phone communication can be main- 
tained over the fire alarm lines. 


Graybar experts can help you on 
fire alarm problems. . .and with all 
other municipal electrical needs, too. 
Cali on Graybar for information! 





OFFICES IN 83 PRINCIPAL CITIES. EXECUTIVE 
OFFICES, GRAYBAR BLDG., NEW YORK 
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UNION MADE 


FIREMEN’S 


; unirorM SHIRTS 


” Styled Right—Priced Right 


‘*Simpson’s Soulette” 


Navy Blue Sanforized Poplin. Will not shrink or fade. 
Cut full and roomy. Coat style, white pear] buttons, 
two buttoned-thru bellow pockets, pleated sleeves. 
Buttoned-thru attached collar. 


Regulation with Chicago 
Fire Dept. 


(Made in other styles and 
materials) 


SPECIAL 
OFFER 


to Fire Chiefs 
If you are interested 
in a standardized 
uniform shirt for 
your department 
and your dealer can- 
not supply Signals, 
write us. Give us 
size and style pre- 
ferred and we will 
submit a sample 










shirt prepaid for 
your inspection and 
quote prices. 


JOHN RISSMAN & SON 


SIGNAL SHIRT DIVISION 
305 W. Adams St. Chicago, Il. 


If not obtainable at your local store we will advise you of 
nearest dealer. 











Every 
Fire Department 
Officer Should Have— 


SIMPLIFIED 
FIRE DEPARTMENT 
HYDRAULICS 


A 200 page book, fully illustrated, by Fred Shepperd, 
Editorial Director of Fire ENGINEERING. 

A complete course of instruction in fire department 
hydraulics. Designed to prepare fire department officers for 
hydraulic questions in examinations, such as required of 
all ranks. 


Contains over 150 problems in fire department hydraulics 
asked in examinations in New York, Chicago, Milwaukee, 
Seattle, Newark, and a score of other large cities. 


Treats fully all departments of fire department hydraulics, 
including pressure calculations, friction loss, engine and 
nozzle pressures, range of streams, capacities of engines, 
discharge from nozzles, hydrants, sprinklers, etc., etc. 


Price—$2.00 Postpaid 
Book Department 


Case-Shepperd-Mann Pub. Corp. 





24 West 40th Street 








New York, N. Y. 








Please mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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WHAT'S BURNING 








Tue following list includes fires of 
$50,000 loss and over in the United 
States and Canada, for the month of 
September, 1939. These figures, compiled 
from the telegraphic reports, are based 
on estimates made at the time, and are 
subject to iater investigations and. con- 
sequent revision. Taken as a whole, 
however, they are an approximately cor- 
rect view of the losses incurred. The 
figures represent loss in thousands of 


dollars. 
Loss = 

i Thousan 

Month Ending September 30 pe 
Oakland, Cal.—Property of Borrman Lum- 
BP Gy 60s dpececdassereteesuas Jee cece 
Dallas, Tex.—English Bros. Auto Co. (bldg. 


GEE GOED) cc cccccccscccccaccoes a eeeeeee 80 
St. Paul, Minn.—Cooks, Inc., clothing store _ 
damaged ........- Peeeeeeeee eee eee 50 
Loup City, Neb.—Spelts-Hansen Lumber 
Co., and adj. property.......+.eeseeses: 50 
Painted Post, N. Y.—Storage sheds and lum 3 
ber stock of Ingersoll-Rand Co...... seees 65 
Chicago, Ill.—Cereal Unit of Arcady Farms 
Milling Co., Riverdale...........++--+- 65 
Saginaw, Mich.—Jerome school destroyed.. 80 
Crescentville, Ohio—Storage plant of Fox 
Paper CO. ..-ccccccccsccccccessesecses 9 
Charleston, S. C.—Century wood preserving . 
plant damaged » it Sh wa eid ean thas ee ee 


Wautoma, Wis.—Bldg. occupied by Wau- 
toma Mercantile Co. and other establish- _ 
Si). ee 20 

Madison, Ind.—Factory of Meese, Inc., de- 
STFOVER cn ccccccccccccccescescsesees tee 

Livermore, Ky.—Property of Green River 
Cer Gs nactccccdcc<ocs ee eeeceeesenees 80 

Chippewa Falls, ea bldgs. on 


McCann Bros. farm, 10 mi. N.......... 80 
Schroon Lake, N. Y.—Palo Alto Club de- _ 
StFOVEd ..ccccsccccccccceces: pe eeesees -- 50 
Colorado City, Tex.—Property of Berry-Fee 
Lumber Co. .....scccccsccccccssessse+ 60 
Spokane, Wash.—Mill of Codd Lumber Co., _ 
Pasteeyed. oo ccccccccccsccevescceccesece 50 
Vanmeouver, B. C.—Four-story warehouse ‘ 
CNG, ccnccpevcanessdpeeeesye a eeeess 165 
Lafayette, La.—Greyhound bus station and s 
adj. business property...........++.+++5- 65 
Newark, N. J.—Lumber yards of W. A. 
Jones and Son, damaged..... rere rece SO 
Walworth, Wis.—Barn on the Stopple farm 
GORE ciscdctrncc'ccccgnccescépgece - 
Circleville, Ohio—Feed mill of John W. 
SE SR Terr eee 65 
Salt Lake City, Utah—U. P. Hotel dam- 
ree rere 50 
Hopkinsville, Ky.—Lumber yards of R. C. 
Owen & Co., damaged...........+..+-. 80 
Vancouver, B. C.—Whse. at Mainland and 
PRONG GOB. 6c ccccccccceccesccoseses 65 
Atlanta, Ga.—Upchurch Packing Co., dam- 
BBOE cccccsecs giles che eetieth~ aimee 50 
Manteo, N. C.—Sixteen buisness buildings 
TIEN | on 60060506000 ssbecictedgeewes 200 
Bluefield, W. Va.—Sublette Food & Supply : 
ES Sererrrearrrr rt re 125 
Belvidere, Ill—Sheep feeding yards and 
sheds of Marshall Bros...............+:. 80 
Des Moines, lIowa—Administration bldg., 
Des Moines University................. 50 
Matawan, N. J.—Plumbing supply establish- 
ment of Hutchinson, Inc................ 65 


Greensboro, N. C.—Nathaniel Green school 
house, Greene Township, 18 mi. southeast 65 
Muskegee, Okla.—Sears, Roebuck & Co., and 


Ss EEE. ak ovakoecs ones ertsveseneces 300 
Ft. Smith, Ark.—Seed house and other 
property of Cherokee Cotton Oil Co...... 50 
Esparto, Cal.—Main blidg., Esparto Union 
Zigh School damaged. ....cccccccccces 100 
Chicago, Ill—-Garage and freight depot of 
Akron-Chicago Transportation Co........ 50 
Detroit, Mich.—Property at 424-38 W. Jeff- 
erson Ave., damaged. ........cccceecsees 200 


N. Olmsted, Ohio.—Business block destroyed 50 
Pottstown, Pa.—Plant of General Housing 


 M.. nkn ue sapsehstehdonetn tela de 50 
Lone Oak, Tex.—Lone Oak State Bank and 
Ge EE 6-05 bind oes ch oandaite ties 65 
Rentz, Ga.—Union whse. and baled cotton 
GE ED. 6d cons cacc.coumne ttiehbaben 50 
Pottstown, Pa.—Plant of General Housing 
Supply Co., damaged... ..ccciccccctcces 50 


Los Angeles, Cal._—Plant of Royal Packing 
Co., damaged 

Houston, Tex.—Factory of Brochsteins, 
is Mn+ cin pndnisse coder elated s 80 

Passaic, N. J.—Temple Emanual damaged.. 125 

Benton, Ark.—Plant of Benark Furniture 
Co., destroyed Peeps 


Century, Fla.—Plant of Alger-Sullivan Lum- 


Oe eee a ae 125 
Lockland, Ohio—Philip Carey Co. plant de- 
SE. 0865 Gs pha ébuis chsh se 46 checsees ve 65 
Spokane, Wash.—Plant and yards of Monroe 
.. 3 C OS Rea eee 65 
Dalton, Ont.—Mill of Austin Lumber Co., 
EE 6 31d) diel cde abha on hh oe ad 68 125 
Alhambra, Cal.—Grand Citras Packing Co., 
EY SE ik Fv Sclnieuge oneb.esh ones 50 
Los Angeles, Cal.—Hughes Paint Co. plant 
EY Atti edd dese the dcahcasaeanbe.e 80 
Hutchinson, Kan.—Six Main Street business 
SES Ghat b ss cckadahescsctneeee 89 
Henderson, Ky.—Stockyard and adj. prop- 
ag, RO OPT PO EEE TELE OTe PCT Ter 50 
Memphis, Tenn.—Bldg. at 100 South Front 
ke ear ree 80 
Kansas City, Mo.—Yard of Badger Lumber 
aN. nisecSa + RAW ah seks oo BOe 0 ERS ook en od 80 





Negro Firemen Meet 


Mayor and Chief Jerome B. Flora of 
Elizabeth City, N. C., welcomed the 
fifty-ninth annual convention of the 
North Carolina Colored Volunteer Fire- 
men’s Association here for their three- 
day session. 

Prominent Negro speakers addressed 
the volunteer firemen during the three- 
day program. 

D. G. SPENCER. 





New York Fights Grain Elevator 
Fire 
From the fire fighting side, the value 
of the West Side Elevated Highway was 
proven on September 5 during a two- 
alarm fire in the old New York Central 
grain elevator at 60th Street and the 
Hudson River, New York City. 
Although the fire was held by a second 
alarm assignment, much special ap- 
paratus was called, including several 
water towers, fireboats, and a_ fuel 
wagon. The three water towers were 
placed on the elevated highway. 
* The elevated express highway was 
built to facilitate through traffic through 
Manhattan Borough. 
The fire started at 6 p.m., and many 
companies did not return home until 


noon of the following day. Engine No. 
65 stretched over 2,000 feet of hose and 
Engine 40 over 4,000 feet. The com- 
panies were in charge of Assistant Chief 
Joseph O’Hanlon. 

R. S. STMLMAN, 





Pacific Coast Chiefs Meet 
(Continued from page 503) 


“Gathering and Preserving Evidence of 
Arson’’—by Frank Kelly, Chief, Divi- 
sion of Fire Prevention and Investi- 
gation, assisted by members of the 
San Francisco Fire Department; Fred 
Carlson, Fire Marshal, Oakland Fire 
Department; R. R. Gordon, Special 
Agent, National Board of Fire Under- 
writers; W. A. Groce, Special Agent, 
National Board of Fire Underwriters: 
Francis X. LaTulipe, Criminologist; 
Inspector Daniel O’Neill in charge of 
Bureau of Identification, San Francisco 
Police Department; Lieutenant Arthur 
W. Anderson, Bureau of Identification, 
Oakland Police Department. 

‘Fire School” — by Chief Art Baker, 
Chairman, Fire School Committee, 
Lewistown, Mont. 

“Conference of Drillmasters”’—by M. I. 
Vieira, Director of Training, Sacra- 
mento Fire Department, Chairman. 


Tuesday, September 19 


Drill Evolutions—held by the San Fran- 
cisco Fire Department Drill Team un- 
der direction of Captain Willis E. 
Gallatin, Drillmaster. Chief Hugh Mor- 
ris, Chairman, Drill Evolutions Com- 
mittee, Drill Tower, Eleventh and 
Bryant Streets. 

‘Evolution of Fire Fighting’’—by Fred 
Shepperd, International Association of 
Fire Chiefs. 

“Experiences Fighting Three-Alarm Fire 
in 60-Mile Gale’—by Chief E. F. Coop, 
Pasadena, Calif. 

“Diesel—The Modern Power’—by Gen- 
eral Motors Co. A motion picture, 
courtesy of Mr. Al Fryer. 

“Volunteer Fire Departments’’—by Chief 
Percy Tallman, Corvallis, Oregon; 
Chief L. I. Burgunder, Colfax, Wash. 

“Uniform Building Code’—by E. O. 
Roussell, Building Inspector, Oakland, 
California; W. A. Curtis, Building In- 
spector, Stockton, Cal. 

“Fire School”—by Chief Art Baker. 
Chairman, Fire School Committee. 
Lewistown, Mont. 





Fighting the Grain Elevator Fire From the Express Highway 
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Among the Fire Fans 
By Otis Smith 











Jimmie Jackson, Oswego’s No. 1 buff 
and mode! builder recently underwent an 
operation at Strong Memorial Hospital, 
Rochester, N. Y. Francis Quigley, Os- 
wego’s Safety Statistician and Co-or- 
dinator, informs us that Jimmie has since 
returned home and is on the road to 
health again. Jimmie’s address is 147 
E. Cayuga St., Oswego, N. Y. 


This writer spent a pleasant afternoon, 
several weeks ago, aboard the “red-car” 
of the Baltimore Fire Department 
Marine Division. This particular red- 
car is Chief Grover Jones’ diesel launch. 
It. all started when we dropped into 
headquarters with Bill Patterson of the 
Pittsburgh Fire Department; Bill was 
vacationing near Baltimore. At the in- 
vitation of Chief Howard Travers we 
boarded the launch for Chief Jones’ 
afternoon tour of inspection. We climbed 
around inside the fireboats and gave the 
boat houses our very best attention. 
Baltimore’s four boat houses are the only 
ones out of a total of seventy-one in the 
city that have dog mascots. 


Lawrie Clark, Engine No. 2, West 
Newton, Mass., has pictures of horse 
drawn apparatus of twelve countries. 


Fireman Clark likes the horse drawn 
type best and builds models of them. 
He would be interested in hearing from 
others who have a like interest. 


Thanks to Capt. Tom Magner for 
that swell program book of the field day 
held by the Bridgeport, Conn., depart- 
ment. Capt. Magner is one of the few, 
if not the only, fireman ever to be men- 
tioned by a Broadway columnist. Louis 
Sobol once mentioned that Capt. Magner 
worked with him on a Bridgeport news- 
paper in the now distant past. It seems 
that Tom was, of all things, a sports 
writer. We like to think that he is still 
the sports authority for the Bridgeport 
Fire Department. 


Emmons E. Douglass, 33 Walnut St., 
Medford, Mass., tells of recent activities 
of the Mystic Sparks Club. Several 
members visited various departments in 
southeastern Massachusetts. They take 
this opportunity to renew acquaintances 
among firemen in that area. One of the 
members has motion pictures of Medford 
fires, and we presume that he would be 
willing to exhibit them to interested 
buffs. 


By the time this appears, the Boston 
Sparks will have played their part in the 
Fire Prevention program in that city. 
According to information received, the 
program included a monster parade 
through the main streets of the city. 
The Sparks had a float in the parade, 
also the hand-tub of an old timers’ 
league. 

Plans have been completed for the 
Sparks to maintain a service whereby 
Boston firemen will be provided with 
food and refreshments on fires of long 
duration. This type of service has been 
approved by the Commissioner. 

Sparks General Order No. 11 contains 
the following information: Battalion 


District No. 3 of the Boston Fire De- 


partment has been disbanded for econo- 
my reasons. Four engine companies 
have been reduced to single units and 
Tower No. 3 has been placed in reserve. 

Ben Ellis was the Sparks Delegate to 
the International Fire Chiefs Convention 
in San Francisco September 20 to 23. 
Ben Ellis has responded to more than 
25,000 fire alarms, and was the organ- 
izer of the Boston Sparks. 


Because we couldn’t get enough of 
fires in the city, we joined with a new 
volunteer fire company across the city 
line from Baltimore, Md. We have so 
far responded to two fires and two 
ambulance calls. We also obtained as 
a donation to the new company, that 
object so dear to the buff, a fire bell. 
The person who donated the bell wishes 
to remain anonymous for fear he would 
be swamped with requests. 


To Jack McGowan, 320 Palace Bldg., 
Minneapolis, Minn., the address of the 
Phoenix Society is Al Fryer, 7 Front 
Street, San Francisco, Cal. I feel sure 
that they will help you out on your 
problem. The Phoenix Society alsv 
publishes a monthly paper which you 
will find to be very interesting. 


Leslie J. Hoertsch, Fire Station No. 1, 
Kenosha, Wis., has returned from a 
vacation trip to Kentucky and other 
points. We trust that Leslie carried his 
candid-camera with him on his trip and 
that he looked over the fire apparatus 
situation in Kentucky. 


William H. Wallace, 198 Linden St., 
Rockville Centre, N. Y., has records of 
all apparatus in service in Nassau and 
Suffolk Counties, N. Y. He is working 
on a similar survey of apparatus in serv- 
ice in the city of New York. Mr. Wal- 
lace has data on apparatus in service 
as far back as the old Vol days of 1860. 
In addition to being a buff, Mr. Wallace 
is also a member of the Rockville Cen- 
tre Fire Department. He would like to 
hear from other buffs who have data on 
the development of fire apparatus. 


The November issue of this column 
will close on October 30. Material re- 
ceived at Baltimore up to that date can 
be used in November. 





Oregon Issues Fire Report 


The annual report for 1939 for the 
State of Oregon, a book of 148 pages, 
has been released by the Department of 
State Fire Marshal. This report con- 
tains a list of the major fires that 
occurred in 1938, activities of the various 
departments, new equipment received, 
and current laws pertaining to Fire 
Marshals and fire protection. 





Fire Apparatus Have Right-of- 
Way 


All automobile owners in New York 
State, will receive with their 1940 licenses, 
printed instructions calling on motorists 
to observe traffic laws giving fire appara- 
tus the right of way. The instructions 
read: 

“Failing to give the fire apparatus the 
right of way, illegal parking, and ob- 
structing the hydrants, create delays 
which aid the spread of fire and increase 
danger to human life awaiting rescue. 

“Do not compel us to serve sum- 
monses. Be fire conscious.” 





FIRE ENGINEERING 








To the Members of the International 
Association of Fire Chiefs: 


Through the medium of "Fire Engineering" 
magazine, | wish to thank, on behalf of the 
personnel of the Spokane Fire Department, 
the International Association of Fire Chiefs, 
for honoring the City of Spokane in 1940. 
This distinct award was made, as the majority 
of you may know, at the recent convention 
held in San Francisco this last September. 

| wish also to thank "Fire Engineering” 
magazine, its editor, Fred Shepperd, |. 
Herbert Case, and all the members of the 
editorial staff for the unselfish manner in 
which our literary efforts were received and 
published. 

Due to the fact that this will be the first 
time in the history of the International that the 
delegates in convention will visit the north- 
west and Inland Empire, the rank and file 
of the Spokane Department, along with the 
citizens of the “Friendly” City are anxious 
and confident for the 1940 season to arrive. 

We believe we have attractions in Spokane 
and surrounding territory that is incomparable 
to any other locality in these United States. 

The Inland Empire offers a multitude of va- 
cation possibilities ranging from fishing in a 
network of mountain trout streams, or, a 
silvery circle of lakes; to the more ‘sophisti- 
cated, outings with the comforts of modern 
taverns and cottages on the shores of waters 
that lap constantly the base of virgin forests. 

Another highly interesting feature, which 
you, no doubt, desire to see, is the eighth 
wonder of the world, the Grand Coulee Dam 
project on the Columbia River, a few short 
miles west of Spokane, where the United 
States Reclamation Service is building the 
world's largest structure, which will reach its 
most spectacular stage of construction in 1940 
—some fifteen waterfalls will be plunging 
over the steadily rising foundations that al- 
ready contain three times the amount of 
concrete in Boulder Dam. The romance and 
the mightiness of Grand Coulee is luring 
thousands of visitors. In 1940, we promise to 
make the Grand Coulee Dam an added at- 
traction to the International Convention. 

The City of Spokane has been typed the 
“Convention City" of the West and in this 
praise, we open wide our gates in gracious 
hospitality. 

So with a humble gesture of "Thanks" for 
all past favors, we invite everyone to the In- 
ternational meeting in 1940, so that we might 
proudly display our friendliness and give you 
the best time you have ever had—lI wish all 
the best of luck for the coming year and hope 
that | might see you all in 1940. 

Very truly yours. 
W. P. PAYNE, 
Chief, Fire Department, 
Spokane, Wash. 








Milwaukee Wins Second Place 


Although the number of fires de- 
creased by fourteen per cent, in Mil- 
waukee, Wis., the fire loss rose from 
$500,496 in 1937 to $633,768 in 1938. As 
a result of this, Milwaukee won second 
place again in the annual National Inter- 
Chamber Fire Waste Contest sponsored 
by the National Fire Waste Council. 
The per capita loss was 99.8 cents, an 
increase of about twenty cents. The 
reason for being able to maintain low 
fire losses in the past is due to the well 
equipped and well manned department 
of which Milwaukee boasts. 
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CHIEF! Protect your men 
Give them the old reliable 

















Finest Suits They Can Put on Their Backs! 


Globe suits have been worn by firemen every- 

where for 33 years and these men acclaim them $1 0.00 
as the best assurance of keeping warm and dry 

under most severe conditions. Coats are light, . . 

easy to work in, yet warm as toast even when ‘8 the price of 
you’ve been drenched. They have wide chest the coat alone. 
protectors, pockets - patent stays that won’t 35-in. in length. 
sag or tear out and warm wristers. All ou;z 

suits are made of tough durable fabric with — . — 
waterproof interlinings and warm linings. iets 
Choice of brown, black or white, any length. 


its the finest sult you can buy, onDER Now! PANTS 
GLOBE MANUFACTURING CO. TO MATCH 
Pittsfield, N. H. $7.50 




















AN INTERESTING. FACT 


Since its introduction into the profession, THE MORROW 
CAB FRONT WINDSHIELD has been adopted by the follow- 
ing nationally prominent Chiefs: 


President International 1939 








——~)< 





Vice President International 1940 
President Great Lakes Division 1940 
Vice President Michigan Chiefs 1940 


While many others as well have adopted the MORROW 
CAB FRONT WINDSHIELD, this is an interesting demonstra- 
tion of the fact that progressive and alert chiefs think along 
identical lines in matters of modernization of apparatus and 
protection for their men. 

This fact is also remarkable in that such distinguished 
leaders in the profession, although from different sections of 
the country and using different makes of apparatus, have 
settled on this product. 

Decide today to investigate this remarkable Cab Front, 
adopted and endorsed by firemen everywhere. 

This Steel and Safety Glass Cab Front Windshield will 
modernize the appearance of your apparatus, give your men 
the best protection possible on open trucks and sells for 
less than most plain glass windshields. 


Write today for full descriptive literature. 


MORROW METAL WORKS 


23147 Park Street, Dearborn, Michigan 





Dealers: A number of very good territories are available to 
established dealer representatives. This Cab Front Windshield 
is meeting with success and enthusiasm wherever introduced. 
Filling a definite need perfectly in a long neglected field, this 
Cab Front was adopted by half the towns and cities in the 
Detroit area the first year after its introduction. WINTER IS 
ALMOST HERE. Now is the time. Write for particulars. 

















For Midship Mounting—Specify 


BARTON-AMERICAN 


Duplex Multistage Centrifugal 
FIRE APPARATUS PUMP 


This pump has no equal for HIGH 
PRESSURES and LARGE CAPACI- 
TIES at SLOW MOTOR SPEED. 


For Front Mounting—Specify 


BARTON 


Geared Centrifugal Pump 


These pumps stand alone in their 
class where LIGHT WEIGHT, 
CONVENIENCE IN OPERATION 
and DEPENDABLE SERVICE are 
desired at LOW COST. 


AMERICAN-MARSH Pumps [NC. 





Battie Creek, Michigan 
World’s Largest Pump Manufacturers Making Fire Apparatus Pumps 
Pumps and Pumps Only Since 1873 





Kindly mention Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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Reduce WATER DAMAGE & INSURANCE RATES 


Procarsstve Fire Chiefs everywhere recognize the necessity of 
improved salvage work if they are to better their records. 
Shuredry Sal Covers have been used to illustrate salvage talks 
by leading Fire Chiefs at many conventions. They have been recom- 
mended by these practical men in service for dependability, 

and real economy to the department. Easy to handle and to spr 
they wiil not crack when folded or stored. They do not sweat and 
are chemically treated against mildew. 


Write for samples and prices. 


Fulton Bag & Cotton Mills 


ST. LOUIS DALLA 
NEW ORLEANS KANSA 


ATLANTA 


MINNEAPOLI NEW YORK 





FIRE ENGINEERING 











SPECIFY HALE 


Centrifugals from 150 to 1500 GPM 
Rotaries from 20 to 1200 GPM 


Choose Hale in any of 
these sizes and types and 
know that you are getting 
a quality product—the re- 
sult of broad experience 
and constant research. 


Write today for the Catalog and Folders 
on the complete line of Hale Pumps. 


HALE FIRE PUMP COMPANY 
CONSHOHOCKEN, PA. 











Something more 
than a decoration 

- an insignia 
of courage and un- 
selfish devotion to 
duty. That badge 
should be worthy 
of its place on 
your uniform... 
let it radiate qual- 
ity and your pride 
in wearing it. 
BRAXMAR has 
been making 
badges for more 
than 60 years. 


Cc. G. BRAXMAR CO., 242 West 55th Street, New York 


RAXMAR 
ADGES 


Standard for Over Sixty Years 












Here is a Gold Mine of 
Practical Information for 
Modern Fire Fighters-- 


THE FIRE CHIEF'S 
HAND BOOK 


By FRED SHEPPERD 


In Collaboration with the EDUCATIONAL COM- 
MITTEE of the INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION 
OF FIRE CHIEFS 


HERE have been books on fire-fighting, but never 

I anything so complete and authoritative as the 

“Fire Chief’s Handbook.” This book gives a re- 

liable, up-to-the-minute answer to almost every ques- 

tion that might come up in modern fire-fighting 
practice. 


For progressive fire chiefs, interested in up-to-date 
fire fighting methods, the “Fire Chief’s Handbook” will 
be a mighty valuable reference guide. It gives to 
ambitious fire department officers and men, in plain, 
understandable form, information that should e 
extremely helpful in preparing for enaiinel on - 
aminations. In fact, it is a book every fighter needs 
and ought to have. The 
~ 00 per Edition Is Limited — 
copy | Better Order Your 

postpaid 
Book Dept. 


Copy Today. 
CASE-SHEPPERD-MANN-PUBLISHING CORP. 
24 West 40th St., New York, N. Y. 
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for promotional examinations. 





throughout the country. 





PROMOTIONAL STUDY COURSE | 


Herein is presented a series of definitions, questions and answers 
designed to aid fire department officers in preparing themselves 
In this department, which appears 
monthly, will be included questions typical of examinations held 








Miscellaneous Questions and Answers 


This is the first of eight groups of 
miscellaneous questions and answers to 
be published in this department. The 
eight instalments will run in consecutive 
issues. Answers to the questions will 
appear in the next issue. 

Question 1. What are the three meth- 
ods of extinguishing fire, and which 
of the three is rarely used in prac- 
tice? 

Question 2. What gas is commonly em- 
ployed for extinguishing fires? 

Question 3. What other substance be- 
sides gases is also used for smother- 
ing fire, and is it effective? 

Question 4. What gas is enveloped 
within the foam bubbles produced by 
foam fire extinguishers? 

Question 5. Name five appliances, or 
substances, other than chemical ex- 
tinguishers, fire hose streams and 
steam equipment, used in extinguish- 
ing small fires? 

Question 6. Are soda and acid extin- 
guishers effective on incipient (small) 
fires on floors soaked with oil and 
grease? 

Question 7. Are these extinguishers ef- 
fective on fires in small trays of gaso- 
line or kerosene? 

Qaestion 8. In what way does the 
calcium chloride extinguisher differ 
from the ordinary soda and acid ex- 
tinguisher? 

Question 9. On what type of fire is the 
carbon tetrachloride extinguisher par- 
ticularly effective, and on which only 
one other extinguisher—the carbon 
dioxide type—can be used with 
safety? 

Question 10. Can pails of sand be used 
with effect on fires in small quantities 
of inflammable liquids and greases 
on floors? 

Question 11. 
dust commonly 
dling fires? 

Question 12. What two effects does the 
discharge from a carbon dioxide ex- 
tinguisher produce on burning ma- 
terial? 

Question 13. What portable appliance is 
used for extinguishing large oil fires 
such as in refineries? 

Question 14. What particular advan- 
tage has the foam generator over 
permanent foam tank installations in- 
volving the use of two separate 
fluids which are mixed to produce 
the foam just prior to application? 

Question 15. How does the soda and 
acid extinguisher put out a fire in 
an open space? 

Question 16. Under what condition does 
the carbon dioxide gas discharged 
with the stream from a soda and acid 
extinguisher, produce an appreciable 
extinguishing effect? 

Question 17. How does the carbon 
tetrachloride extinguisher put out 
fire? 

Question 18. 


Where are soda and saw- 
employed for han- 


Both the carbon dioxide 


and the foam extinguishers depend 
upon the smothering effect of carbon 
dioxide gas for extinguishing fire. 
Why is the foam extinguisher more 
effective on fires in open oil trays 
than the carbon dioxide extinguisher? 

Question 19. What effect has too large 
a nozzle on a line of hose? 

Question 20. Should larger or smaller 
nozzles be used on short stretches 
than on long stretches? 


Hydraulics 


Question 1. The inside measurements 
of a cubical tank are 3 & 3 &X 3 feet. 
How much water will it hold when 
filled and what will this water weigh? 

Question 2. What is the weight of wa- 
ter in a 50-foot section of 2%-inch 
hose? 

Question 3. The water in a standpipe 
system of a building is 90 feet above 
the street level. What will the pres- 
sure be in the standpipe at the street 
level? 

Question 4. What is the maximum 
height to which a pumping engine 
in first class condition can lift water 
by suction? 

Question 5. To what height should an 
engine in fair condition be expected 
to raise water by suction? 


“Question 6. Does the height to which 


an engine is required to lift water 
by suction have any effect upon the 
discharge capacity and pressure of 
the machine? 

Question 7. The pressure at a l-inch 
nozzle is 25 pounds. What is the 
velocity of the water issuing from the 
nozzle? 

Question 8. If pressure on a 2-inch noz- 
zle on a water tower is 100 pounds 
per square inch, what is the velocity 
of the water passing through the 5- 
inch riser which supplies this nozzle? 


Fire Department Tools 


Question 1. When drilling a _ hole 
through a floor with an auger for 
draining off water, what precautions 
should be observed? 

Question 2. Name five operations in 
which the flat head axe is used in 
Fire Department work? 

Question 3. When driving in a panel 
of a door, should the sharp edge of 
the axe blade, the back of the axe 
head, or the side of the axe head be 
used? 

Question 4. If you have only an axe 
available when opening a rolling iron 
door (vertical), and you are unable 
to break the lock, how would you 
effect entrance? 

Question 5. How would you proceed to 
cut a hole in a wooden floor for a 
cellar pipe? 

Question 6. How would you proceed in 
opening up a window frame for in- 
spection after a fire? 

Question 7. Fire is burning behind a 
brick wall and it is necessary to get 


a stream in operation on it, but no 
door, window or other opening 
through which a stream may be di- 
rected is available. Assuming you 
have full complement of Fire De- 
partment tools, what would you do? 

Question 8. What is the principal 
difference between a life belt and a 
ladder belt? 

Question 9. In what way does the Mor- 
rissey life belt differ from the plain 
life belt? 

Question 10. What principal advantage 
has the rattan fire broom over the 
steel wire fire broom for use in ex- 
tinguishing brush and grass fires? 

Question 11. What is the purpose of 
chafing block? Where is it usually 
employed? 

Question 12. State one advantage and 
one disadvantage of the rocker lug 
coupling as compared with the pin 
lug coupling? 

Question 13. What is the function of 
the double female connection? 

Question 14. What other type of double 
female connection is there than the 
plain double female connection? 

Question 15. What is the purpose of the 
double male connection? 

Question 16. When is the double male 
reducing connection used? 

Question 17. How is hose usually at- 
tached to coupling? 

Question 18. What is the purpose of 
the coupling expander? 

Question 19. What is the purpose of a 
double hydrant gate? 

Question 20. What is the purpose of the 
hydrant-to-engine siamese? 

Question 21. Suppose the threads on a 
hydrant nipple are damaged so that 
they will not take female hose 
couplings. What appliance would 
you use to tnake possible the con- 
nection of a line to the hydrant? 

Question 22. What is the difference be- 
tween a siamese connection and a 
Y connection? 

Question 23. What is the advantage of a 
siamese connection having clapper 
valves over one having no clapper 
valves? 

Question 24. How does a three-way 
siamese with gates differ from a 
three-way siamese with clapper 
valves? 

Question 25. Is there a device in the 
fire service whereby a hose coupling 
with damaged threads may be at- 
tached to a good coupling, or where- 
by two hose couplings of different 
threads may be connected together? 
If so, what is it called? 





Children Visit Fire Station 


Chief F. P. Treadwell, Fort Collins, 
Col., is very proud of the fire prevention 
work that he is carrying on with the 
local school children. 

The Chief has found that by making 
contact with the schools, by giving the 
children the opportunity of visiting the 
stations and observing how the firemen 
live, a great deal of interest is created 
in fire prevention work and the fire 
service. 

In nine of the eleven grade schools, 
the children have written on the part 
the Fire Department has in the city 
government; how to call a Fire De- 
partment in case of fire; is it better to 
prevent fire than to depend on a Fire 
Department? 
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| Menufacturers’Announcements 








New Safety Coat 


The Midwestern Manufacturing Com- 
pany of Mackinaw, IIl., has developed an 
entirely new type of safety coat for fire- 
men. This new safety coat has two four- 


Showing Visibility of New Safety Coat 


inch strips of white rubber running hori- 
zontally around the chest and arms. 
These strips are molded into the rubber 
cloth so they are a part of the material. 

It has been pointed out that many fire- 
men have been knocked off of ladders by 
heavy hose streams, or have been 
knocked down by automobiles due to 
poor visibility that all black outfits af- 
ford. When wearing one of these coats, 
a fireman working in a heavy smoke, 
fog, or stream should be more easily 
seen by traffic or other firemen directing 
heavy streams. 


"Don't Play with Fire” 


A new booklet on industrial fire fight- 
ing, called “Don’t Play with Fire,” has 
just been released by Walter Kidde & 
Co., Bloomfield, N. J., manufacturers of 
Lux carbon dioxide extinguishers. It 
describes the way in which carbon di- 
oxide snow-and-gas smothers Class B 
and C fires—involving flammable liquids 
and electrical equipment respectively— 
and the various types of Lux equipment 
for these most common and dangerous 
industrial fires are illustrated and de- 
scribed. Prominently featured is the 
new Kidde-Lux Model Two extinguish- 





er—a handy portable type with a pistol 
trigger and an overall height of only 
sixteen inches. 


Apparatus for New Jersey 
Departments 


The New Jersey Fire Equipment 
Company, 265 North Avenue, Dunelien, 
has announced the delivery of a 
Pirsch Model 82 Quad to the West 
Belmare Fire Department, and Model 
82 500-gallon pumpers to Pennsauken, 
Stirling, and Laurelton. Orders have 
now been received and pumpers are now 
under construction for New Egypt, Deep 
Water, and Berkeley Heights, all in 
New Jersey. 


Charge for Out-of-Town Calls 


Fire companies in Berwick, Pa., will 
answer all calls for aid from outside the 
borough limits at a flat rate of $30 per 
hour per truck. This was decided by the 
Council until the present ordinance has 
been changed or enforced fully, and out 
of town calls sanctioned or barred. 


Life Belt Aids in Cliff Rescue 


Life belts and life lines were used by 
the Camden, Me., Fire Department in 
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rescuing two boys who were stranded 
on a mountain ledge. They had started 
on a mountain climb, and reached a point 
where either ascent or descent were 


difficult. 





Sullivan, Sales Manager 

President Charles H. Stephens of the 
Buffalo Fire Appliance Corporation, 44 
Central Ave., 
Buffalo, N. Y., 
announces that 
he has retained 
the services of 
Arthur G. Sul- 
livan as Sales 
Manager. Mr. 
Sullivan is 
widely known 
in Fire Depart- 
ment circles 
in both the 
United States 
and Canada. 
He has been 
associated with 
the fire appa- 
ratus manufac- 
turing industry 
for twenty-five years, being active for 
many years in the development and 
marketing of fire apparatus. 





Arthur G. Sullivan 
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NASSAU & SUFFOLK COUNTIES 
SOPRLERING ON NEW YORK C/TY, 
AAS BEEN SRID 70 HAVE MORE FIRE 
APPARATUS 7OR 175 SUZE THAW ANY 
OTHER SIMILAR AREA IN THE WORLD. 
THESE Tl COUNTIES HAVE ABOUT 
(80 DEPARTMENTS AUD StH 700 











PIECES OF FQUPMENT. plied Foiace | 








JS TILLWATER, Oecanome " 
s HOME OF OKLA ALAM. COLLEGE. 


HAS $80,000 HIRE STAIN. 
THES HUE HAS //0 DRILL 
TOWER 4O-MAN DORMITORY, £76 
 ALOHAS 3 CLAS ROOMS, TW 
LABUTIRIES, STENTS IW 
PREMACHP TRAINING AT A.2M, 
RESIDE IW THIS HUE AND SERVE 
YDER CHEF RAY PENCE, HEAD 
THE STULWATER FIRE DEPT, 


THANKS 7O ART ESPEY 
ein wr, 









MARINE DIVISION 
PALTIMORE, MD, PURE DEPT, 

THE FOUR BUTS OF THIS 
DUWISON OPERATE WITHWT 
REGULAR PILOTS. 

FIRE OFFICERS QN THESE 
BOTS ARE W FULL COMMAND 
AT ALL TIMES. 
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The 
light 
firemen 
swear 
by 
—not at 





No 
Exposed 
Wiring 


STERLING OSCILITE 


Its powerful, oscillating beam of light 
has a commanding influence in clear- 
ing the way for fire apparatus. 


Weather-proof, trouble-proof . . . 

operating mechanism is fully enclosed 
within the body. Nothing can get 
out of order. 


Can be mounted on the top or a 
fender . . . we furnish brackets for 
either. 


Specify Sterling Oscilite on all New Equipment 


THE STERLING SIREN FIRE ALARM CO. 
Rochester, N. Y. 








Write for this Booklet, it’s free! 


E & J Mfg. Co., Glendale, Calif. 











1250 and 4-CYCLE 
2500 AIR- 
WATTS COOLED 


“U. $.” PORTABLE 33° 

. * PLANT 

This 1250 watt, portable unit has been designed expressly for 
fire department use. It is small, light, compact and equipped 
with carriers for easy portability out on the job. Air-cooled 
4-cycle engine 254” bore x 259” stroke. 2.4 H.P. 2 gallon 
fuel tank. Quick starting. Also 2500 watt size, same design. 


We are builders of the LARGER SIZES 


world's most complete Larger sizes ore, availabe. ttustration 
. * = ander 

line of Electric Plants. Unit. Automatic remote control. Write 
In all parts of the world 


for complete information. 

—arctic expeditions or ana a ae tw 
tropical plantations — 

U. S. plants have proved 

their steadfast depend- 
ability. And the reason: 
"U. S." generating sets 
are designed to meet 
the conditions under 
which they will. operate. 


UNITED STATES 
MOTORS CORP. 


430 Nebraska Street 
Oshkosh, Wis. 






































‘a Life Saver’’ 





New Firemen’s Safety Coats 


Midwestern 
Leads Again 


Fewer hospital cases . . . 
fewer fatal accidents .. . 
firemen can be far more 
easier seen on dark nights 
in fog, in smoke, when 
they're wearing this new 
Midwestern Safety Coat. 

Developed after more 
than a year of experi- 
menting, now offered after 
perfecting and thorough 
testing. Detroit has aJready 
adopted the Midwestern 
Safety Coat and they are 
now in use. Many other 
large cities have placed 
this garment before their 
safety boards for consider- 
ation. 

Midwestern has devel- 
oped a new exclusive rub- 
ber cloth in which the 
white stripe is molded in. 
It is rubberized as a part 
of the material and is not 
sewed in or glued on. 

Another great feature is 
the famous Midwestern 
Safety snap that can be 
instantly fastened or un- 
fastened with one hand. 
See one of these new Mid- 
western Safety Coats. It 
may save you an accident. 


Note Chiefs: 
Safety Coat mailed for 


inspection on request. 


MIDWESTERN MANUFACTURING CO. 


U. S. Pat. No. 1944475 
Canadian Pat. No. 345601 











Mackinaw, Illinois a! 


Manufacturers of a complete line of firemen’s quality clothing. 
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MORRISSEY 





Famous for its improved hook on which it is impossible 
to get a wrong turn of a rope. The positive hand brake 
gives full control of descent. One hand is always free 


of burning hands 


THE MORRISSEY MANUFACTURING CO., AUBURN, N. Y. 


LIFE BELT 


AND HOOK 
. . . . THE SAFEST LIFE BELT YOU CAN WEAR 


and you can change hands while descending. 
on the rope. 


NOTE THE 
HAND BRAKE 


Only slight pressure 
of the fingers is nec- 
essary to contro! rate 
of descent. Gloves 
are unnecessary and 
you won’t burn your 
hands regardless of 
load. 


No dange 
Send for full detatts. 























This is the new LIGHT WEIGHT 


BI-LATERAL FIRE HOSE 
This hose od stand 900 pounds pres- 
sure and wel but 45 pounds te the 
— uneou 
Here’s the new DROP- ronsee, a 4 
tug coupling (net cast bronze), w 
is feature. 


best service 
obtainable tor the least money. 


BI-LATERAL FIRE HOSE COMPANY 
20 N. Wacker Drive Chicago, Illinois 


HEWITT-GUTTA PERCHA 


FIRE HOSE 


A complete line, including 
Wax Treated - Solid Multiple Woven 


AND 


Single and Double Jacket Hose 
Manufactured by 
HEWITT RUBBER CORPORATION 


BUFFALO, N. Y. 
“Territories Available” 














H. 0. R. SIREN AND LIGHT 


Powerful roar with flashing 


light that will 
clear the way for 
blocks ahead of 
fire apparatus.... 
Siren supplied 
with grill in front 
of light as shown 
or without grill. 


Write for complete 
ooklet. 


6-10 Broad Street 
Stapleton, S. |., N. Y 


H. O. R. CO., INC. 








COVER’S 
NOD and SHAKE 
SMOKE MASK 


Carry It in Pocket. Slip on 
in a Jiffy. Positive Protection 
to Eyes Against Smoke and 
saves the lungs. 


Why get sick? 


Price $48 per Dozen 


Upon receipt of $4.00 one 
will be forwarded as a sample, 
postpaid. 


H. S. COVER 


Station A, SOUTH BEND, IND. 











LOW HEAD — 
CUSHION LINED 


CAIRNS HELMET 


COMFORTABLE AS 
YOUR OLD FELT HAT: 
WON'T SHAKE OFF 


Never go to a fire with- 
out the protection of « 
good helmet. It may 
save your life. 


CONSTRUCTION 





DESIGN 
ALL PROVED RIGHT BY YEARS OF ACTUAL USE 


Ask for Catalog 229 


CAIRNS & BROTHER 


MATERIALS 


444 LAFAYETTE STREET - Established 1836 - NEW YORK 








NORTHERN PUMP COMPANY 


ESTABLISHED 1907 
MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. 
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Convention Dates 














Oct. 16-18-SOUTHWESTERN ASSOCIATION 

OF FIRE CHIEFS. 3th Annual Convention, 

las, Texas. Secretary-Treasurer, Chief J. 
Ray Pence, Stillwater, Okla. 

Oct. 16-21i—ALABAMA STATE_ FIREMEN’S 
ASSOCIATION. 4th Annual Convention and 
Fire College, Florence, Ala. Secretary, George 
E. Crossett, 1916 Sixth Ave., North, Birming- 
ham, Ala. 

Oct. 17-19—ILLINOIS FIREMEN’S ASSOCIA- 
TION. 52nd Annual Convention, Kankakee, III. 
Secretary, Asst. Chief Roy W. Alsip, Cham- 
paign, Ill. 

Oct. 17-19—NEBRASKA STATE VOLUNTEER 
FIREMEN’S ASSOCIATION. 58th Annual 
Convention, Kearney, Neb. Secretary-Treas- 
urer, Louis A. Novak, Norfolk, Neb. 

Oct. 18—FIRE CHIEFS’ EMERGENCY PLAN 
of Westchester County. Next Meeting, 
Mamaroneck, N. Y. Secretary, Capt. Howard 
Gear, Fire Headquarters, Rye, N. Y 

Oct. 24-25-INDIANA ANNUAL STATE FIRE 
SCHOOL. 6th Annual School, Purdue Uni- 
versity, Lafayette, Ind. Director of Education, 
Emmett T. Cox, Fire Marshal’s Department, 
State House, Indianapolis, Ind. 

May 21-24, 140—-IOWA FIRE SCHOOL. 16th 
Annual Fire School, lowa State College, Ames, 
Ia. Director of College, Prof. Lindon J. 
Murphy, University. 

May 25, 1%0—-IOWA FIRE CHIEFS’ ASSO- 
CIATION. 12th Annual Meeting, Ames, Ia. 
Secretary-Treasurer, Chief L. R. Morris, Ames. 

*May 8-10, 1940—GEORGIA STATE FIRE COL- 
LEGE. Annual fire college, Atlanta. Director, 
Harry Phillips, 166 Alabama St., S.W., Atlanta, 
Ga. 

*June 11-14, 140—ILLINOIS FIRE COLLEGE. 
16th annual fire college, Illinois Firemen’s As- 
sociation, University of Illinois, Champaign- 
Urbana, Ill. Prof. L. H. Provine, Director of 
School. Roy W. Alsip, Champaign-Urbana, 
Secretary. 


*The notices marked with an asterisk are either 
appearing for the first time or have been changed 
since the preceding issue. 





Philadelphia Needs New 
Apparatus 


Philadelphia’s fire fighting system has 
deteriorated to such an extent that a 
$3,000,000 rehabilitation and improve- 
ment program is necessary to properly 
protect the city against fire. This was 
pointed out by Fire Chief Ross B. Davis, 
who is once again in full and active 
command of the Fire Bureau. Nearly 
$2,000,000 is necessary for apparatus, 
where numerous trucks and engines date 
back to the World War days. Davis 
pointed out the essential needs as be- 
ing: Two new fire boats, extension of 
the high pressure lines in those sections 
where valuable buildings and mills are 
located, erection of two additional power 
substations, one in Frankford and one in 
lower Germantown, construction of 
three new fire houses, creation of four 
new truck and three new engine com- 
panies, placing of squad cars and crews 
at high pressure stations, and an addi- 
tion of 260 men, including 140 for the 
new companies. 

There have been some additions made 
to the equipment but not sufficient to 
keep the fire system up to date. It is 
pointed out that the city does not have 
even the required amount of reserve 
hose. In addition to this, some of the 
apparatus needed is: Thirty-five com- 
bination wagons, eighteen pumpers, 
twelve trucks, three high pressure 
wagons, two new rescue wagons, seven 
cars for Emergency Bureau, and four 
chief officer’s cars. New ladders and 
motor mechanisms are among the mod- 
ern devices that could be used effec- 
tively. 


Pennsylvania Fire School 
(Continued from page 495) 


sentatives of the Day Company, the 
American-LaFrance-Foamite Co., the 
Walter Kidde Co., and the Pyrene Man- 
ufacturing Co. Others who displayed 
and demonstrated their Fire Depart- 
ment products were the Atlas Life Net 
Company, the E. & J. Resuscitator Com- 
pany, and the A. D. T. Company. George 
L. Seth lectured on the subject of the 
all service mask, the one-hour oxygen 
breathing apparatus, and the H. & H. 
Inhalator, products of the Mine Safety 
Appliances Company. 

As a token of appreciation, the men 
enrolled in the fire school and the in- 
structors of the various groups pre- 
sented George L. Townsend with a 
tennis racquet and all accessories. The 
presentation speech was made by Chief 
Erb of Allentown, Pa., who lauded the 
efforts of Mr. Townsend who planned, 
prepared and directed the first annual 
Fire College of the State of Pennsyl- 
vania. It is only fitting before conclud- 
ing this account to mention genial 
“Charlie” Clark of Wayne, Pa., Secre- 
tary, Pennsylvania State Firemen’s As- 
sociation and the “Eastern Regulars.” 
“Charlie” was George Townsend’s “right 
bower” and he handled the immense task 
of registering the two hundred and more 
students as only “Charlie” Clark can. 





Wallace Urges Attention to 
Farm Fire Protection 


“The prosperity of the farmer and the 
safety of his family frequently depend 
to a great extent upon adequate fire pre- 
vention measures and means of con- 
trol,” Secretary of Agriculture Henry A. 


-Wallace said recently. 


Secretary Wallace stated that fires on 
farms last year took a toll of approxi- 
mately 3,500 lives and caused property 
damage estimated at $95,000,000 or prac- 
tically one-third of the fire loss for the 
entire country. These losses, largely 
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preventable, are principally due, Secre- 
tary Wallace pointed out, to the follow- 
ing causes: Defective chimneys and heat- 
ing apparatus; combustible roofs; light- 
ning; spontaneous ignition; matches and 
smoking; gasoline and kerosene; and 
misuse of electricity. 

Adequate inspection of houses and 
other farm buildings, the Secretary said, 
should be made at periodic intervals 
throughout the year, followed by the im- 
mediate removal of fire hazards. 


East Meets West 

During the week of August 20th, Cap- 
tain Joseph P. Fay, fire school instructor, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., and “Art” Espey of the 
Elmira, N. Y., Fire Dept., conferred 
with W. Fred Heisler, Chief Ray Pence 
and the Oklahoma fire chiefs, at A. & M. 
College, Stillwater, Okla. The various 
units of the fire training manuals pro- 
duced at A. & M. were discussed with 
a view of augmenting and revising cer- 
tain features therein. 

Also attending the conference were 
Karl Smalley, field instructor in F. D. 
Training, Van Buren, Ark., and Chief 
Carl A. Ehrich of Las Vegas, N. M. 

“Art” was busy in spare moments 
drawing caricatures for the western 
boys. He and Captain Fay were guests 
of Chief R. W. Granger at Tulsa for 
several hours on their homeward trek. 
Chiefs Granger and Pence and many of 
the visiting chiefs were obligated in the 
famous “Korn Cob Club” which “Art” 
started in Elmira some few weeks ago. 








Power of Gasoline 

References have frequently been made 
to the relative powers of gasoline and 
explosives. The following figures, re- 
cently appearing in “Automotive Serv- 
ice” are therefore of particular interest. 

A gallon of gasoline will propel an 
average car eighteen miles; a gallon of 
T. N. T., six miles; a gallon of nitro- 
glycerine, three miles; a _ gallon of 
dynamite, 2% miles; a gallon of black 
powder, 1.7 miles. 








Flames Threaten Famous Coney Island Amusement Center, New York City 


For a time, a fire which broke out in Steeplechase Park, Coney Island, New York City, threatened 
to destroy the entire famous amusement center. The park is in the center of the amusement section. 
Several firemen were hurt in fighting the fire which destroyed about three hundred feet of the board- 
walk, part of the building, and some of the rides. 
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“Thanks a lot, boys—!I hope we can do you a favor sometime.” 


INCAPACITATED 

Two cases of smallpox broke out in 
the community. As an incentive for the 
other residents to follow, the Mayor or- 
dered that all city employees be 
vaccinated. So all firemen were ordered 
to go for inoculation. 

One fellow was ill the next day from 
its effects and so remained in bed. A 
friend made a social call and was advised 
by the young daughter: 

“Daddy’s in bed.” 

“In bed?” questioned the other, very 
much surprised. 

“Yes. He was intoxicated yesterday, 
and has a bad headache.” 


Dimmest lights have the 


scandle power. 


greatest 


THE WRONG PAIN 

After the Eighth Street fire, the pump 
operator was troubled by a pain for sev- 
eral days. Acting upon the advice of his 
buddies he went to see a doctor. 

The doctor said: 

“Is this the first pain in the neck 
you’ve had?” 

“No, sir.” 

“How did you get rid of the first one?” 

“IT divorced her.” 


EXACT SCORE 

The reporter for the Clarion called 
at department headquarters a day before 
the big baseball game. There was con- 
siderable excitement in the city as the 
annual fire and police department game 
was considerable of an event. The first 
friend he saw was the Lieutenant. 

“Say, Lieutenant,” he said, “I betcha 
I can tell you the score of the game be- 
fore it starts.” 


“What is it?” asked the other much 
surprised. 

“It’s nothing 
starts.” 


to nothing—before it 





THE DIFFERENCE 


A department rookie does not earn 
much salary, and this one in particu- 
lar, in addition, decided to marry. 

He was being interviewed by his pros- 
pective father-in-law. 


The rookie, with much hesitation, said: 

“There is not much that I can say 
for myself. I am just a plain citizen 
and a taxpayer.” 

The other asked with a sneer, “Tax- 
payer, eh! Income or dog?” 


The tillerman said that he did not feel 
a strange sensation the first time he 
kissed a girl—because she wasn’t strange, 
and she wasn’t a sensation. 


FAILING SIGHT 

A baseball game was arranged be- 
tween two factions of the short fire 
course at the university. One of the 
guest lecturers was asked to umpire the 
game, which was also attended by many 
of the local residents. 

As the umpire was leaving the 
grounds, one of the local residents, who 
was very much put out by the results, 
came up to him. 

“Where is your dog?” he asked. 

“Dog?”, questioned the visitor in won- 
der, “I haven’t any dog.” 

“The hellya haven’t,” he shouted. 
“You're the only blind man I ever saw 
who didn’t have a dog.” 


RELATIONSHIP 

When the regular newsboy left the 
papers at Engine 4, it was noticed that 
the boy was wearing a black band over 
one of his white socks. 

He was asked, “What's the idea of 
that black band on your left leg?” 

“Me mother has passed away,” said 
the boy. 

“In that case, you should wear the 
band on your arm.” 

“You don’t understand, mister. 
was me stepmother.” 


She 
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Just One Concept of What May Happen Since the A.S.P.C.A. in New York City Organized 
a Fire Brigade 
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WHEAT SPOTLIGHT 


Gives More Light; Permits 
Firemen Use of Both Hands 


PowerFuL: 25,000 candlepower, 2,500- 
foot beam. EcoNomicaL: Operating cost 
less than dry-cell lights. ALWAys BricHT: 
Light does not fade. UNiversaL Focus: 
Throws light in any position, at any 
angle. East.y RecuHarcep: No taking 
apart; spill-proof. Burns 1,000 Hours without battery 
replacement. Licht: Weighs only 97 oz. Either Spotlight 
or Floodlight reftector. 


DISTRIBUTORS WANTED —Desirable Territories Open 


For Full Information Write to 


KOEHLER MFG. CO. - Marlboro, Mass. 








Drill Tower Training Nets 


LIFE NETS 
LIFE BELTS 


Write for Bulletin 














WATEROUS 






FIRE PUMPS 


CENTRIFUGAL ROTARY 





ESTABLISHED 1886 





WATEROUS COMPANY - ST. PAUL 


ATLAS FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 
22 WARREN STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 














Catalog, Showing 300 Other Badges, Sent Upon Request 


Introducing Center 
Seal with inlaid enam- 
elea circle showing 
metal lettering of all 
states. Every fire de- 
partment center. In- 
scription as required. 
Nickel....... $0.76 Each 
Chromium... .95 “ 

Gold Plate... 1.24 " 

Rolled Gold.. 4.32 " 


WORSTAL BADGE WORKS 


Box 223 
COLLINGSWOOD, N. J. 








A PARTIAL LIST OF 
ELKHART PRODUCTS 





Shut-Off Nozzles Sliding Poles, Rail- 
Controlling Nozzles _ ings and Canopies 
Turret Pipes Fog Nozzles 

Fire Department Hose Test Pumps 
Extinguishers Threading Tools 


Coupling Expanders 
Pump and Hydrant 
Valves 


34 years service Extinguisher Holders 
io the fire field Fire Truck Body 


e Fittings Hose Racks and 
Hose House Cabinets 
Prompt service Equipment Siamese Connections 
Quality products || Types Hose Underwriters’ Indus- 
e Couplings trial Extinguishers 


Send fer illustrated folder om the New Bikhart Mystery Nossie. 


ELKHART BRASS MFG. CO. 


ELKHART, INDIANA 








EDDY 
Fire Hydrants 


Are given preference by so many fire 
protection and water works men 

they know that more than half century 
of experience goes into their manufec- 
ture and they embody valuable and 
exclusive features. 


Write for the Facts 


EDDY VALVE CO. 


Waterford, N. Y. 
James 8. Clow & Sons, Chicago Agents 








WHEN YOU SPECIFY 
SUPERIOR 


LIFE NETS - LADDER BELTS 
TRAINING NETS AND 
STRUCTURES 


you are assured of greater protection to lives 


MOELLER SYSTEM 
SUPERIOR FIRE EQUIPMENT CO. 
72-76 PARK PLACE NEW YORK, N. Y. 























Motor Apparatus 
Pumps ® Fire Appliances 
Automatic Fire Alarm Systems 
The SEALAND CORPORATION 
_Bridgeport, Connecticut 








It will help if you will mention Fire ENcInrEer1nG when writing advertisers 
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WHAT DO YOU DO 
ABOUT 


RURAL FIRES? 














@ If, like most fire departments, you 
have the problem of the surrounding countryside 
to contend with, you will find the LaBour Fire 
Trailer a helpful—not to say profitable—solution. 
This unit, with its own engine-driven pump, delivers 
150 gallons per minute against 100 lbs. pressure 
and carries 500 feet of discharge hose as well as 
suction hose, which enables it to draw from any 
pond or stream. It can be attached in less than a 
minute to any passenger car to be pulled to the 
fire. The complete unit sells for less than $900. 
Here is a way of expanding your facilities and in- 
creasing the protection for your community and 


outlying districts with a very modest investment. 
Send the coupon below for full details. 


ps DUR ppR TQ AlLER— 


THE LaBOUR COMPANY, ne | 
)\ 1551 Sterling Ave., Elkhart, Ind., U.S.A. l 





Gentlemen: Please send me a copy of | 
Bulletin 47, giving details about your 
Fire Trailer. 


Address___ 


l 
Name___ = i 
! 


=e State 
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ANEW 4-IN- 
FIRE-FIGHTER! 
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S modern.as television is this new Mack appa- fire fighting units. And remember—when replace- 
ratus! And it’s streamlined in performance as ment service és required Mack speedily answers the 


well as in appearance ... has the power and endur- alarm. A nation-wide network of Mack branches 
ance to stand up under the toughest fire-fighting backs you up. Look over your equipment now. Per- 
conditions. haps you need a Mack unit to bring your department 


Through 28 years of Progressive Fire Engineer- up to top efficiency! 
ing, Mack has achieved the wtmost in dependable MACK MANUFACTURING CORP. - NEW YORK, WN. Y. 






MACK HAS THE FACILITIES TO BUILD THE FINEST IN FIRE APPARATUS — AND DOES! 


We shall appreciate your mentioning Fire ENGINEERING when writing advertisers 
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BRIC FIRE HOSE COMPANY 
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